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God to administer therein, when they

get behind the veil they will enter again

into the office of their calling and will

be united with their several Priesthoods

there, for the Priesthood on this and on

the other side of the veil are parts of

the same eternal system; and hence with

a people like this in possession of the

Priesthood, and enjoying the revelations

of heaven, God could communicate and,

through them, could reveal his will to the

human family, but not to a people who

would not listen to his laws and obey his

precepts.

This Priesthood was held by John the

revelator, by Peter, by Moroni, one of

the Prophets of God on this continent.

Nephi, another of the servants of God on

this continent, had the Gospel with its

keys and powers revealed unto him. We

know that these things were so, and we

do not profess to argue them, for we all

know it. We read that Moses and Elias

appeared to Jesus and his disciples on

the mount, and Jesus was transfigured

before them. Who wereMoses and Elias?

They were Prophets of the living God

who held the Gospel and the Priesthood

in former days, and they were sent to

administer to Jesus and to Peter, James

and John on the mount.

We also learn that when John was

upon the Isle of Patmos, the visions of

heaven were unfolded to his view, and

a great and mighty angel stood before

him and showed to him many great and

important things pertaining to the fu-

ture; and John fell down to worship

him. But said he—"Hold! Do not

worship me." "Why? Who are you?"

"I am one of thy fellowservants the

Prophets, who kept the testimony of

Jesus and the word of God. Do not

worship me, I am one of those who

held the Priesthood in time and now I

am administering in eternity, and have

come forth as a messenger of the Lord to

thee."

It was precisely in this way that

Joseph Smith was administered unto,

and by the same kind of messengers, who

held the same kind of authority; and

they came to introduce and usher in the

dispensation of the fullness of times, that

all things that are in Christ might be

gathered together in one, whether they

be things in the earth or things in the

heavens. This was done that God's peo-

ple might be gathered in one, that God's

word might be gathered in one, that's

God's Priesthood might be gathered in

one, and that all in Christ on earthmight

be united by indissoluble ties with the

Priesthood that exists in heaven, that

they all might operate together for the

accomplishment of the purposes of God

on the earth. Hence it is said that "we

without them cannot be made perfect,

and that they without us cannot be made

perfect;" a perfect union between heaven

and earth was needed. Under such cir-

cumstances what did we do? What could

we do? What intelligence were we in

possession of, in and of ourselves? Who

among us knew the first principles of the

doctrine of Christ? Not a man living un-

derstood them correctly, and we are in-

debted to God for our intelligence in rela-

tion to these things. Who knew anything

about the organization of the Church of

God? Nobody. Was there any such thing

in existence on the face of the earth? You

might have searched for it, but it would

have been in vain, it could not have

been found. There were the systems,

creeds and notions of men, but nobody to

say, "Thus saith the Lord." No prophecy,

no inspiration, no manifestations of the

power of God. Who knew anything about

the necessity of Presidents or Apostles?


