THE PURPOSES OF GOD, ETC.

nities that are to come. God has shown
us, in regard to our marital relations,
that our wives are to be sealed to us
for time and eternity. By what au-
thority? By the authority of that holy
Priesthood that administers on the earth
and in heaven, and of which Jesus said
that whatever they should bind on earth
should be bound in heaven, and whatso-
ever they should loose on earth should
be loosed in heaven; and these relation-
ships that exist among us here are calcu-
lated to be consummated there, and men
and women who understand their true
position expect to enjoy each other's so-
ciety and association there, as much as
they do in their own homes here, just
the same. And though they may sleep in
the dust, yet, by the power of the resur-
rection, which you have heard of at this
Conference, when the trump shall sound
and the dead in Christ shall rise, they
will burst the barriers of the tomb and
come forth, each and all claiming their
proper mates—those with whom they
were associated on the earth—through
eternity. This is the way we regard
our marriage covenants, no matter what
other people say about it, this is our busi-
ness, and we shall do it and keep on
doing forever and ever while God lets
us live, because it is the word of God
to us, and in spite of all the powers of
earth and hell we shall never give way
in regard to our marriage principles, for
they are eternal; and so with regard
to every other principle of the Gospel.
This is why we have come together to
help to build up the kingdom and gov-
ernment of God upon the earth. An
earthly government if you please, and
a heavenly government if you please.
But no man nor set of men are capa-
ble of introducing principles of this kind
unless God is with them and stands
by them; and the first Elders of this
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Church never could have done what they
did without the power of God being with
them and accompanying them, and God's
mercy being extended to them. And they
could not today.

Men have strange ideas about the
Mormons. Why? Because unless they
are born of water they cannot see the
kingdom of God; that is what Jesus said,
and that is why people fail to understand
us. But we, who have been baptized and
enlightened by the Spirit of God, can see
his kingdom. We know it, we compre-
hend it in part, but only in part. What
is the result of all this Priesthood—the
First Presidency, the Twelve, the Seven-
ties, the High Priests, Elders, Bishops,
Priests, Teachers and Deacons? All of
them profess to be under the direction of
the Almighty, and if they are not, they
are living hypocrites before God and holy
angels; for these are the covenants they
have entered into, and these are the or-
dinations they have received.

We see something strange in connec-
tion with us as a people—the world fol-
lows us, and too many of us follow af-
ter the world. Can the world give you
the light that you have received, and
the Gospel and the hopes of heaven you
have received, and the Priesthood you
have received? And will you barter these
things for a mess of pottage, and wal-
low in the filth, corruption, iniquity, and
evils which abound in the world? What
have we come here for? To worship God
and to keep his commandments. And
how is it with many of us? We forget,
in many instances, our high calling's glo-
rious hope, and we give way to follies,
foibles, weakness, and iniquity, and we
are governed more or less by covetous-
ness, drunkenness, Sabbath breaking,
and evils of various kinds. I sometimes



