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see Elders of Israel bringing in loads of

wood and loads of hay on the Sabbath

day. Why, it is a burning shame in the

eyes of God, holy angels, and all other

intelligent beings. If such men had lived

under the law of ancient Israel, they

would have been put to death. Do you

know that? Go and read it in your Bibles.

What do you think about a lying El-

der, a swearing High Priest, a Sabbath-

breaking Seventy, and a covetous Saint?

The souls of such men ought to be in-

spired with the light of revelation, and

they ought to be living witnesses, epis-

tles known and read of all men! Do you

think you can live your religion, have

the Spirit of God and obtain eternal life,

and follow after these things? I tell you

nay. It was said of olden time—"Love not

the world, nor the things that are in the

world; for if any man love the world, the

love of the Father is not in him." That

is as true today as it was eighteen hun-

dred years ago. It is proper that we, as

Elders of Israel, and as heads of fami-

lies, should reflect upon these things, for

in many instances we are setting exam-

ples before our children that will tend to

plunge them to perdition. Is this what

we are gathered here for? I tell you nay,

we are gathered here to serve God and

keep his commandments, and to build up

his Zion upon the earth.

After praying for years that God

would inspire his servant Brigham with

the Spirit of revelation, that he might be

able to lead forth Israel in the path in

which they should go, he tells us to be

one, as Jesus told his disciples; he tells

us to enter into a united order, that God

has revealed it, that we are to be one

in spiritual things, and one in temporal

things, to be united together in all prin-

ciples, as the Saints of God have been

wherever they have existed. But our

Elders can't see it, and many of our

Bishop's can't see it, and many High

Priests and Seventies can't see it. Why?

Because the Bridegroomhas tarried, and

we have all slumbered and slept, and in

many instances we have sinned against

God, and our lamps have gone out, that

is the matter, and we have lost the

light, and intelligence, and revelation,

and quickening influence of the living

God. If we were living our religion and

keeping the commandments of God, we

should feel and act differently; we should

then know of the doctrine. Jesus said—

"If any man does my will he shall know

of the doctrine, whether it be of God or

whether I speak of myself."

What is the matter, you High Priests,

you Seventies, you Bishops and others?

You are not doing the will of God, and

you do not know of the doctrine, that

is the matter; and yet we are living in

the blaze of Gospel day, surrounded by

Prophets, Apostles, Patriarchs, and men

of God. Is it not time that we humbled

ourselves? Is it not time that we re-

pented of our sins? Is it not time that

we forsook our iniquities? Is it not time

that we went back to the first princi-

ples, and began to consider our ways,

and to walk in the light of truth? That

is the way that I understand it, and

hence the necessity of the Elders of Is-

rael, the President of the Church, of

the Twelve, and of all men who are in-

spired by the light of truth and the light

of revelation, to stir up the members

of the Church generally to good works.

They see Israel wandering away after

strange gods, forsaking the fountain of

living water, and "hewing out to them-

selves cisterns, broken cisterns, that can

hold no water;" and hence the necessity

of Apostles and Prophets for the per-


