
fecting of the Saints and the work of the 
ministry, and the edifying of the body of 
Christ. How is it among many of our quo-
rums? Perfectly dead, dumb, and lifeless, 
without the light, and life, and power of 
the living God among them; and Elders 
of Israel, clothed upon with the Holy 
Priesthood, expect when they get through, 
to associate with the Gods in the eternal 
worlds. How is it? It is time for us to re-
flect and to think upon our situation, and 
to consider our ways and be wise. What 
do you want to do? Do you want to get up 
some excitement? No, we want to bring you 
back to the first principles of the Gospel of 
Christ. Do you want us to be baptized? Not 
particularly, unless, as stated by President 
Young, you repent of your sins and your in-
iquities and your lying, and your deceiving 
and your Sabbath breaking, and your cov-
etousness and your hypocrisy, and repent 
of your speaking against the anointed of 
God; not unless you are willing to be gov-
erned by the Holy Priesthood in all things  
pertaining to this world and the next, per-
taining to time and eternity. If you can’t

do this, don’t be baptized; it will be better 
for you not to be.

Well, are all in this condition? No, no, 
there are more than “seven thousand who 
have not yet bowed the knee to Baal;” there 
are more than seven thousand who are seek-
ing to do right, to live their religion, and to 
keep the commandments of God. I say, then, 
repent of your iniquities, do your first works, 
live your religion, keep the commandments 
of God; let every man do right and depart 
from evil. If any man has sinned against his 
brother, let him make it right honestly, and 
squarely, and truly, and not hypocritically; 
and let us do everything with honesty of 
heart, and seek to God, and humble ourselves 
before him, and live our religion, and God 
will pour blessings upon us that we shall not 
find room to contain. His Zion will rise and 
shine, and the glory of God will rest upon 
her, the principles of truth will spread on the 
right hand and on the left, and the mercy of 
God will be extended unto his people.

May God help us to fear him and keep 
his commandments, in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen.
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