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I will read the latter part of the 32nd
chapter of Isaiah, commencing at the
13th verse. [The speaker read from the
13th to the 20th verse inclusive.]

It is very evident from these predic-
tions of the Prophet Isaiah, that he, by
that spirit which opens the future, was
able to see the calamities that would
come upon the house of Israel, and not
only upon the people, but also upon the
Promised Land, the land of Canaan, now
called Palestine. A curse was predicted
upon that land, that instead of bring-
ing forth those things that were nec-
essary to sustain a people, it should
bring forth briars and thorns. We are
also told that this desolation should re-
main for a long period, until the Spirit
should be poured out from on high, un-
til, in the purposes of the Most High,
he should pour out his Spirit, and that
would produce a great change upon that
land, but until that time it was to be
desolate. All the houses of joy in the
Jewish city were to be desolate, and, as
it is recorded in other passages in Isa-
iah, they were to be the desolations of

many generations. Not the desolation
of seventy years, as happened to Israel
in their Babylonish captivity, which only
comprised about one generation, but the
desolations were to be for many gener-
ations, during which that land was to
lie uncultivated. The latter rains were
to be withheld, and the land was to be-
come dry and parched up, bringing forth
thorns and briars, and this was to con-
tinue until the Lord poured out his Spirit
from on high.

It seems, then, that the Lord had
a particular set time in his own mind,
when he would again pour out his Spirit
from on high upon his people, and
more especially upon the house of Is-
rael; and when that time arrives, there
will not only be a great moral reforma-
tion among the people, but we are told
that the revolution will extend to the
land also, for the Prophet says here, that
when the Spirit is poured out from on
high, the wilderness shall be a fruit-
ful field, and the fruitful field shall be
counted for a forest. What are we
to understand by the prediction that
the wilderness shall be a fruitful field



