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the wicked, redeems the desert, and
causes the wilderness to become a fruit-
ful field, then the lame man shall leap
as a hart, the tongue of the dumb shall
speak, the ears of the deaf shall be
unstopped, for in the wilderness shall
waters break out, and streams in the
desert, and the parched ground shall be-
come a pool, and the thirsty land springs
of water.

A great many people enquire of the
Latter-day Saints—"Why is it that you
do not heal up all of your sick and those
who are afflicted among you?" This ques-
tion is often asked. Says the enquirer—
"If you are the true Christian Church;
if God has indeed sent his angel from
heaven, as you Latter-day Saints testify
that he has; if he has indeed organized
his kingdom on the earth for the last
time, preparatory to the day of his com-
ing; how is it, if you have those gifts
that they had in the ancient Christian
Church, that all your lame and blind and
dumb, and those who are afflicted are
not healed up?" I answer, for the same
reasons that the ancient Christians were
not all healed. If they had always been
healed in ancient times in the Church,
they would have been living now. The
time came for them to die, and they did
die, notwithstanding all the faith of the
ancient Christians, and notwithstanding
they had power to say to the lame—
"Be thou healed," and the lame would
leap as a hart; notwithstanding they had
power, in the name of Jesus, to com-
mand blindness to depart from the chil-
dren of men, and to command all man-
ner of plagues and pestilences and they
were subject to their command in the
name of Jesus, yet, after all, the an-
cient Christians died. Why did they not
heal them, keep them along, and not
let them die? Because that was not ac-
cording to the order which God had es-
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tablished. When a man or woman is ap-
pointed unto death you, nor I, nor Pe-
ter, nor James, nor Paul, nor John, nor
any other man of God can heal them
in the name of Jesus. Why? Because
God has otherwise determined. But that
did not do away the gift of healing in
ancient times; that gift was abundantly
made manifest, notwithstanding there
were many who were sick who were not
healed.

So in the latter-day kingdom, when
the spirit is poured out again from on
high, when God begins to manifest these
ancient gifts again among his people,
and the blind among them are made to
see, and the deaf to hear, and the tongue
of the dumb is made to speak, and the
lame is made to walk—when all these
things begin to take place among the
people of God, still there will be many,
very many, that will not be healed, oth-
erwise the prophecy will not be fulfilled.

At the very time the Savior makes his
appearance and comes with vengeance,
there will be the sick, the lame, the blind,
the dumb, the maimed, and those af-
flicted with all manner of diseases. The
Prophet says that when he comes and
finds them in this condition, "Then shall
the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears
of the deaf be unstopped, the tongue of
the dumb speak, and the lame man shall
leap like a hart,"” &c. So there will be
something left for Jesus to do, when he
comes in flaming fire, to heal all the sick
who have not faith to be healed prior to
that time. But when Jesus comes, he
brings all the Saints with him; he raises
the righteous dead from their graves, not
as he raised Lazarus into mortality, but
he raises them up, male and female, with
immortal bodies, to reign here on the
earth during the period that he himself



