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redeemed from the hand of the enemy,

and gathered them out of the lands from

the east, and from the west, and from

the north, and from the south"—a gath-

ered people. Let us see what this peo-

ple were to do. "They wandered in the

wilderness in a solitary way. They found

no city to dwell in." I wish you had all

been with the pioneers in the year 1847.

When we started out, in the dead of the

winter of 1846, upon the prairies of Iowa,

after leaving the great Mississippi, and

getting out about fifty miles from that

river, we did not as much as find a foot

track, and no signs of a human habita-

tion. We wandered over that uninhab-

ited territory some four hundred miles,

until we reached the Pottawattamie and

Omaha tribes of Indians, then located on

the Missouri River. Then, early the next

spring, we started forth (one hundred

and forty-three pioneers), with our faces

still westward, and went up on the north

side of the Platte River several hundred

miles. Did we find a road most of that

distance? No road at all. We found tens

of thousands of buffalo and their paths;

we found a great many hostile tribes of

Indians, who sought very diligently to

take away our horses and mules, and to

cripple us in this manner. But we con-

tinued our journey, and at length came

through these mountains, after having

crossed at the South Pass, and come

forth to a little fort called Fort Bridger.

We then started into an unknown coun-

try, still bending our course southwest-

erly, for there was a rumor, and not

only a rumor, but it had been testified,

that there was a great inland sea, called

the Salt Lake, in the midst of the great

American desert. We had heard this ru-

mor, and had read some of Fremont's

travels in the midst of hostile Indian

tribes. We came forth into this desert,

wandering in the wilderness in a soli-

tary way. Who were they that thus wan-

dered? People that had been gathered

but from the east and the west, from

the north and the south, redeemed from

the hand of those who sought to destroy

them. "They wandered in the wilder-

ness, in a solitary way, and they found

no city to dwell in." How different this

was from the ancient Israelites when

they entered the land of Palestine! They

found numerous cities, built by the for-

mer inhabitants of the land. Jerusalem

was a city that had been known for a

long period before the Israelites went

into that land, built up by its former

heathen inhabitants. They found large

vineyards, with grapes and fruit in great

abundance, and cities, towns, and vil-

lages spread throughout the land, which

the Lord God gave them for their pos-

session. How different was that from

the latter-day work, when the redeemed

of the Lord should gather from the four

quarters of the earth, and wander in a

wilderness in a solitary way; they were

to find no city to dwell in.

Did we suffer anything? Yes. Did

the old Prophet speak of these suffer-

ings? Yes. "Hungry and thirsty, their

souls fainted in them; then they cried

unto the Lord in their trouble, and he de-

livered them out of their distresses, and

he led them forth by the right way." Yes,

when our food gave out; when the crick-

ets came in here by armies; when tons

and tons of them poured in on the lit-

tle crops first planted, ready to devour

everything before them, and we were

living on quarter rations, what did we

do? We cried unto the Lord in our dis-

tress, in our hunger and thirst, believ-

ing that he would have compassion on

us, and open some way for our relief, and

he did so—he sent forth large flocks of


