
gulls that lit down upon these crickets and 
devoured them up, and thus the crops of 
the people were saved.

“Well,” says one, “does this have refer-
ence to the same desert and wilderness that 
you have been reading about?” Let us see. 
“Let them exalt him also in the congrega-
tion of the people, and praise him in the 
assembly of the elders. He turns rivers into 
the wilderness, and water springs into dry 
grounds; A fruitful land into barrenness for 
the wickedness of them that dwell there-
in.” Now notice the next prediction—“He 
turns the wilderness into a standing water, 
and dry ground into watersprings, and 
there he makes the hungry to dwell.” What 
for? “That they may prepare a city for hab-
itation.” Though we did not find any cities 
already built here, we had to prepare one, 
and we have done so, and a very fine one 
indeed it is, and the wonder and astonish-
ment of strangers who come here and see 
what has been done in the midst of a des-
ert. The Lord predicted it, and you are the 
ones who have fulfilled it. “That they may 
prepare a city for habitation.”

What else? Were they to be lazy and 
indolent? No. That they may “sow fields, 
and plant vineyards, which may yield fruits 
of increase. He blesseth them also, so that 
they are multiplied greatly; and suffereth 
not their cattle to decrease.” Strangers, if 
you want to know how fast we are mul-
tiplying, just go through our settlements, 
and look at the numerous children in our 
Sabbath schools; you never heard of such 
an increase and multiplication, and the 
Lord foretold that it would be so.

There is another very curious thing 
concerning this people who should  
come  in to  the  de se r t  w i lde rne s s .  
I sa iah says—“He set teth the  poor

on high from affliction.” Now, a great 
many of this people were very poor on 
arriving here; they had been robbed five 
times of all they had, and driven out. After 
having been thus plundered, we came here 
very poor; but the Lord “setteth the poor 
on high from affliction, and maketh him 
families like a flock.” What a wonder-
ful prophecy this is! A poor man to have 
not only a family like a flock, but even 
families. If you do not believe it strang-
ers, go through our Territory, and see 
the large families, and in some cases you 
will find in the same vicinity six or eight 
different families, with their houses and 
farms, all belonging to one man, and he 
perhaps a poor man when he came here. 
“He setteth the poor on high from afflic-
tion, and maketh him families like a flock. 
The righteous shall see it, and rejoice.” 
What! The righteous see this and have 
joy in it? So says the prophecy. “But,” 
says one, “I should have thought every-
one would have been disgusted with it.” 
To think that a man should have a family 
or families like a flock, while the righ-
teous see it and rejoice! What else? “And 
all iniquity shall stop her mouth.” That 
has not yet been fulfilled. “Whosoever 
is wise, and will observe these things, 
even they shall understand the loving
kindness of the Lord.” That is, those 
who observe these things are called a wise 
people, those who have gathered from  
the east, and the west, and the north, and 
the south, that wander in the wilderness  
in a solitary place, finding no city to dwell 
in, hungry and thirsty, poor, stripped, 
robbed, plundered, forced into the  
desert, driven by their enemies, that very 
people should multiply exceedingly,  
the families of the poor man should be-
come like a flock, and the people should 
rejoice in the midst of all their afflictions,
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