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while all the wicked should eventually

stop their mouths. That will be their des-

tiny sooner or later.

We will now return to our text, the

32nd of Isaiah—"Blessed are ye that

sow by the side of all waters, and send

forth thither the feet of the ox and the

ass." Why did Isaiah say that a bless-

ing should be given to a certain people

that should happen to sow by the side

of streams of water? Why did he not

bless the others who lived on the hills

and mountains, as they do all over our

States and many other countries of the

globe? Because he saw, in looking at this

people, that they, in their location, were

to go into a desert, and the redeemed

of the Lord would be under the neces-

sity of getting along the sides of streams;

they could not go out several miles from

a stream or spring and trust to the rains

of heaven; no, the rains do not come here,

or did not when we first located, so as

to bless those who would naturally de-

sire to reside far from a stream of wa-

ter, but we were all under the necessity

of getting down close to the side of some

stream of water. What for? That it would

be handy to build little canals to get wa-

ter out to throw over the land. "Blessed

are they who sow by the side of all waters

and send forth thither the feet of the ox

and the ass."

We have read these words of the an-

cient Prophet, in order that the Latter-

day Saints may call to mind how com-

pletely the Lord is fulfilling every jot

and every tittle, so far as time will per-

mit, of that which he caused to be spo-

ken, by the power of the Holy Ghost,

through his ancient Prophets. Strangers

think it very curious that this peo-

ple should have such large families.

If such were not the case, we would

not be the people predicted about that

were to be so blessed; but we are that

people, and it is in vain for us to un-

dertake to turn the hand of the Lord to

the right or to the left. He has his own

eternal course to pursue, and all his pur-

poses he will fulfil, and there is no power

beneath the heavens that can stay his

almighty hand. He will fulfill that which

he has spoken, in order that there may

be no room for infidelity in the four quar-

ters of the earth. There are a great many

infidels nowadays, and I do not wonder

at it. Looking at modern Christendom,

without any Prophets, inspiration, gifts,

or the ancient powers of the Gospel, it is

enough to make three quarters or nine-

tenths of the people infidel in regard to

religion. But the Lord is going to leave

the people without any excuse, for ev-

ery jot and tittle of that which he spoke

by the mouths of his ancient Prophets

he will bring to pass in its time and in

its season. Zion is destined to fill the

mountains in the last days; Zion will be-

come, as Isaiah says, in his 60th chapter,

a great people. A little one shall become

a thousand, and a small one a strong na-

tion. The Lord shall bring it forth in its

time, says Isaiah, and in the same chap-

ter he speaks of the future glory of that

people, and declares that while dark-

ness should cover the earth, and gross

darkness the minds of the people, Zion

should arise and shine. These are the

words of the Prophet—"Zion shall arise

and shine, for the glory of the Lord has

risen upon her. The Gentiles shall come

to thy light, and kings to the brightness

of thy rising."

Inquires one—"Is Zion going to be-

come popular, so that Gentiles and

kings and great men will come to

her light?" Yes, certainly; and not

only Gentiles, kings and great men,

but many of all the nations of the

earth have got to come to Zion, and,

according to this very chapter, that


