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purpose of calling on the name of the
Lord, and they all knelt down and com-
menced praying, one by one, and while
thus engaged they saw an angel of God
descend from the heavens, very bright and
glorious in his appearance; and he came
and stood in their midst, and he took the
plates and turned over leaf after leaf of the
unsealed portion, and showed to these four
men the engravings upon them; and at the
same time they heard a voice out of heav-
en saying unto them, that the plates had
been translated correctly, and command-
ing them to bear testimony of the same to
all nations, kindreds, tongues and people
to whom the translation should be sent.
In accordance with this command, Oliver
Cowdery, David Whitmer and Martin
Harris have attached their testimony after
the title page of the Book of Mormon,
testifying to the appearance of the angel,
signing their names and testifying to the
correctness of the translation; testifying to
having seen the plates and the engravings
upon them, and to the voice of the Lord,
which they heard out of the heavens.

Now let me say a few words concern-
ing the nature of this testimony. This
testimony was given prior to the publi-
cation of the book, and also previous to
the organization of the Latter-day Saint
Church. The book was printed early in
1830, with their testimony. Thus you
perceive that this work, this marvelous
work, was not presented to the inhab-
itants of the earth for their belief, until
God had favored them with four persons
who could bear witness to what their eyes
had seen, what their ears had heard, and
what their hands had handled, conse-
quently there was no possibility, so far as
these four men were concerned, that they
themselves could be deceived. It would be
impossible for four men to be together,
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and all of them to be deceived in seeing an
angel descend from heaven, and in regard
to the brightness of his countenance and
the glory of his person, hearing his voice,
and seeing him lay his hands upon one of
them, namely David Whitmer, and speak-
ing these words—“Blessed be the Lord
and they who keep his commandments.”
After seeing the plates, the engravings
upon them, and the angel, and hearing
the voice of the Lord out of heaven, every
person will say that there was no possibil-
ity of either of these men being deceived in
relation to this matter; in other words, if it
were to be maintained that in their case it
was a hallucination of the brain, and that
they were deceived, then, with the same
propriety might it be asserted that all other
men, in every age, who profess to have seen
angels, were also deceived; and this might
be applied to the Prophets, Patriarchs,
Apostles, and others who lived in ancient
times, who declared they saw angels, as
well as to Oliver Cowdery, Martin Harris,
and David Whitmer. But says the ob-
jector—“No, those who testify that they
saw angels anciently were not deceived,
but they who come testifying about such
ministrations in the latter days may be
deceived.” Now let me ask, is there any-
thing logical in such reasoning as this? If
these, in the latter days, who testify to
having seen angels, were deceived, all who
testify to the same things in former days
might have been deceived on the same
grounds. And then, if these men, whose
testimonies are attached to the Book of
Mormon, were not deceived, it must be
admitted that they were impostors of the
most barefaced character, or else that the
Book of Mormon is a divine record sent
from heaven; one or the other must be
admitted, there is no halfway in the
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