
160 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

years of age, and spoke from this stand,

in the hearing of the people. He then

located himself in Cache County, in the

northern part of the Territory, where

he continued to live until last Saturday,

when he departed this life in his ninety-

third year—a good old age. Did he con-

tinue to bear testimony all that length

of time—over forty-six years of his life?

Did he, at any time during that long pe-

riod, waver in the least degree from his

testimony? Not at all. He had a great

many follies and imperfections, like all

other people, like the ancient Apostles,

like Elijah the Prophet, but after all, he

continued to testify to the very last con-

cerning the truth of this work. Nothing

seemed to delight him so much as to tell

about the angel and the plates that he

had seen. It was only a short time prior

to his death that one of our Bishops went

in to see the old man; his pulse was ap-

parently sluggish in its movements, and

nearly gone, but the sight of the Bishop

seemed to revive him, and he said to

him—"I am going." The Bishop related

to him some things which he thought

would be interesting, among them that

the Book of Mormon was translated into

the Spanish language, for the benefit of

a great many of the descendants of Is-

rael in this country, who understand the

Spanish language, in Mexico and Cen-

tral America. This intelligence seemed

to revive the old man, and he began to

talk about the Book of Mormon; new

strength, apparently, was imparted to

him, and he continued his conversation

for some two hours, and in his last tes-

timony he bore record concerning the di-

vinity of the work, and was rejoiced to

think that it was going forth in another

language, that those who understood

that languagemight be made acquainted

with the wonderful works of God.

I will here state that Martin Harris;

when he came to this Territory a few

years ago, was rebaptized, the same as

every member of the Church from dis-

tant parts is on arriving here. That

seems to be a kind of standing ordinance

for all Latter-day Saints who emigrate

here, from the First Presidency down;

all are rebaptized and set out anew by

renewing their covenants. There are

thousands of Latter-day Saints who have

gone forth into the baptismal font, and

been baptized for their dead kindred and

friends. Martin Harris requested this

privilege, and he was baptized here in

Salt Lake City for many of his kindred

who are dead. I mention these things

in order that the Saints may understand

something concerning this man who has

just left us, almost a hundred years old.

God favored him, highly favored him. He

was among the favored few who went up

from the State of Ohio in the summer of

1831, and journeyed nearly a thousand

miles to the western part of Missouri, to

Jackson County. The Prophet went at

the same time, and that was designated

as the land where the Saints should

eventually be gathered, and where a

great city should be eventually reared,

called the city of Zion, or the New

Jerusalem, and that the Saints should

be located throughout all that region

of country. God gave many command-

ments in those days concerning what

might be termed the United Order; in

other words, concerning the consecration

of the properties of the Church. These

things were given by revelation through

the Prophet. Martin Harris was the

first man that the Lord called by name

to consecrate his money, and lay the

same at the feet of the Bishop in Jack-

son County, Mo., according to the order

of consecration. He willingly did it; he


