BOOK OF MORMON, ETC.

strangers, have you as many witnesses
that have seen the original of any one
book of the Bible, the Old and New Tes-
taments? Have you one witness even
that has seen the original from which
any one of those books was transcribed?
No, not one. You have the transcription
of scribes from generation to generation,;
you have the translations from these
manuscripts handed down from gen-
eration to generation, and transcribed
one copy after another, until they have
passed through, perhaps, thousands of
copies, before the art of printing was
known. But you believe the Bible, do you
not? Replies one—"Oh yes, we believe
that, but as to the Book of Mormon we
doubt very much about that."

Well, now, let me ask, is there any-
thing inconsistent in a people receiving
the testimony of twelve witnesses who
saw and handled the original of the Book
of Mormon, when they, at the same time,
believe in the Bible, the original of which
was never seen or handled by any man of
this generation? In other words, which of
the two is most consistent to believe in?
The Latter-day Saints believe in both,
because we know the Bible is true, for
the Book of Mormon testifies of it, and
we have obtained a testimony of the di-
vinity of the Book of Mormon; and hence,
as that book speaks of the Bible, we
know that the Bible is true. When the
people, mentioned in the Book of Mor-
mon left Jerusalem, and came to the land
of America, they brought the books of
the Old Testament with them from the
history of the creation to the prophecies
of Jeremiah, and in their writings made
on this land, they speak of the divinity
and truthfulness of the Old Testament
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scriptures. Hence we, as Latter-day
Saints, know one book to be true just as
well as we do the other. But with the
world it is different, for as they never
had this testimony, the truth of the Bible
rests to them entirely upon secondhand
testimony. But we will pass on to other
testimonies.

I will now refer you again to the 29th
chapter of Isaiah, from which I read
concerning a book, the words of which
were to be heard by the deaf—"In that
day shall the deaf hear the words of
the book." What book do you mean, Isa-
iah? He means the one that he had
just been speaking of in the 11th, 12th,
13th, and 14th verses—"And the vision
of all is become unto you as the words
of a book that is sealed, which men de-
liver to one that is learned, saying, Read
this I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot:
for it is sealed: And the book is deliv-
ered to him that is not learned, saying,
Read this I pray thee: and he saith, I am
not learned. Wherefore the Lord said,
Forasmuch as this people draw near me
with their mouth, and with their lips do
honor me, but have removed their heart
far from me, and their fear toward me
is taught by the precepts of men: There-
fore, behold, I will proceed to do a mar-
velous work among this people, even a
marvelous work and a wonder: for the
wisdom of their wise men shall perish,
and the understanding of their prudent
men shall be hid."

Here we perceive the nature of the
book that he mentions in the 18th verse,
and we learn something about the way
that it was to be brought forth; that the
words of the book, not the plates them-
selves, not the original, but the tran-
script, a copy of the words, the words
of the book would be delivered to the
learned, requesting them to read it.



