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Martin Harris, who has now gone
from our midst, was the honored instru-
ment in the hands of God in fulfilling this
prophecy, as I have already related, giving
you the names of the learned to whom he
presented these words. I have also related
to you the conversation in the interview
which Mr. Harris had with Professor
Anthon; when he learned that an angel
had appeared, and that part of the book
was sealed, in a kind of sarcastic way the
Professor remarked—“I cannot translate a
book that is sealed.”

Now notice the next sentence—“And
the book is delivered to him that is not
learned.” Not the words of the book, not a
few sentences, but the book itself is deliv-
ered to him that is not learned, saying—
“Read this, I pray thee.” And what did he
say? “I am not learned.” He felt his weak-
ness. That was the exclamation of Joseph,
when he was commanded to translate
the engravings on the plates. He looked
upon himself as too weak to engage in a
work of this description, and the Lord an-
swered him in the very words made use of
by Isaiah. When Joseph said—*I am not
learned,” the Lord said—“Forasmuch as
this people draw near to me with their
mouth, and with their lips do honor me,
and their fear towards me is taught by the
precept of men: Therefore, behold, I will
proceed to do a marvelous work among
this people, even a marvelous work and a
wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men
shall perish, and the understanding of
their prudent men shall be hid.” And
Joseph fulfilled the commandment of
the Lord, and Martin Harris wrote the
first 116 pages of manuscript; and Oliver
Cowdery and others also wrote from the
mouth of Joseph, while he was engaged
in translating. Was not this a marvel-
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ous work? What could be more marvelous?
A young man, a ploughboy, a boy that had
scarcely any education, only as he obtained
it in a country school; a man who had
never studied theology, probably had never
read the Bible through in his life. A young
man of this description to be called upon
to translate a language that was spoken by
the ancient inhabitants of this country!
A marvelous work indeed, and a wonder
and an astonishment to the people. Isaiah
says the people would wonder about it.
He says—“Stay yourselves, and wonder;
cry ye out, and cry: they are drunken, but
not with wine; they stagger, but not with
strong drink. For the Lord hath poured
out upon you a spirit of deep sleep, and
hath closed your eyes: the prophets and
your rulers and the seers hath he covered.”
That is the condition of the people; or as
is expressed by Isaiah in another place,
“Darkness covers the earth, and gross
darkness the minds of the people.” The
Prophets are covered; the seers are covered,
the revelations of God that were given in
ancient days are covered to them. They are
taught, not by inspired men, not by com-
munications and revelations from heaven,
but by the precepts of men, is the fear of
the Lord taught to them.

“In that day shall the deaf hear the words
of the book, the eyes of the blind shall see
out of obscurity, and out of darkness.” A
great many people, perhaps, would want
this spiritualized; but, whether it is spiritu-
alized or not, I can bear testimony to one
thing which I have seen with my own eyes,
and that is that those who were deaf, so
deaf that they could not hear the loudest
sound, have been instantaneously restored
by the administrations of the Elders of
this Church, and thus the deaf, the
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