
multitude of nations upon the face of this 
continent? Recollect what Jacob said, con-
cerning the seed of Joseph, in the 48th 
chapter of Genesis—they were to become 
a multitude of nations. They never were 
a multitude of nations in Palestine, nei-
ther in Asia, Europe, nor Africa, and if the 
prophecy is not fulfilled upon the great 
western continent, it will not be fulfilled at 
all. But it has been fulfilled on the conti-
nent of America; and we behold through-
out the whole of its vast extent, from the 
frozen regions of the north, to Cape Horn 
in the south, a multitude of nations. Who 
are they? They are principally the rem-
nants of one tribe, the remnants of the 
tribe of Joseph, and they are a multitude 
of nations in the midst of the earth. The 
Lord has commenced the gathering and 
restitution of the house of Israel among 
the very lowest specimens of humanity, 
and he will raise them up first, to carry on 
his great and marvelous work. The tens of 
thousands of Ephraim, and the thousands 
of Manasseh, will push the people together 
to the ends of the earth. Ephraim will not 
do the work alone, but he will be assisted 
by Manasseh. The Indians, the Lamanites, 
who will take hold in this great latter-day 
work, are the horns of Joseph, not to scat-
ter the people, but to push them together. 
Where? To the ends of the earth, the 33rd 
of Deuteronomy says, and I have no doubt 
that when Moses saw this continent in vi-
sion, he called it, “the ends of the earth.” 
There was to be a gathering there; they 
were to be pushed together; instead of be-
ing gathered from the nations of the earth 
back to Palestine, they were to be gath-
ered in the latter days away in some dis-
tant country, that Moses designates by the 
term, “ends of the earth.”

It is for this reason that God promised, 
by the mouth of Moses in the 33rd chap-
ter of Deuteronomy, that he would give to 
Joseph a land more precious than the land 
of all the other tribes—a land of all cli-
mates, blessed with the precious things of 
the earth, and a fullness thereof; with the 
precious things brought forth by the sun, 
and the precious things brought forth by 
the moon, with the chief things of the an-
cient mountains, and the precious things 
of the everlasting hills. All these were to be 
on the head of Joseph, and on the crown 
of the head of him that was separated from 
his brethren. “Blessed of the Lord be his 
land”—that was the promise that God 
gave to this one tribe, a land far superior 
to the inheritance of all the rest of the 
tribes. Jacob, who lived a long time before 
Moses, pronounced a similar blessing, as 
recorded in the 49th chapter of Genesis. 
When blessing his twelve sons, and telling 
them what should come to pass in the lat-
ter days, he says concerning Joseph—“He 
is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a 
well; whose branches run over the wall.” 
That is, his branches should not stay in 
Jerusalem, or in Palestine, or in that land 
alone, but they should run over the wall 
to some distant country. Hence he says, 
in the same blessing, “The blessings of thy 
father have prevailed above the blessings of 
my progenitors unto the uttermost bounds 
of the everlasting hills: and they shall be on 
the head of Joseph, and on the crown of 
the head of him that was separated from 
his brethren.”

I suppose that Jacob saw this land as well 
as Moses, and he designates it a land afar 
off; the utmost bounds would signify a very 
distant land. He said this land was over and 
above, what his progenitors gave to him
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