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in the name of Jesus, in order that

the sick may be healed. The Christian

Church will always have those among its

members who have heavenly visions, the

ministration of angels, and the various

gifts that are promised according to the

Gospel.

But as there has been no Christian

Church on the earth for a great many

centuries past, until the present cen-

tury, the people have lost sight of the

pattern that God has given according

to which the Christian Church should

be established, and they have denomi-

nated a great variety of people Chris-

tian Churches, because they profess to

be. They say, "We have built chapels

unto the name of the Lord; we call our

Churches Christian Churches, they are

called the Church of Christ, St. John's

Church, St. Paul's Church, St. Pe-

ter's Church, and after others of the an-

cient Apostles;" and one who had never

studied the pattern which God has given

of the Christian Church would almost

really believe that they are Christian

Churches.

But there has been a long apostasy,

during which the nations have been

cursed with apostate churches in great

abundance, and they are represented in

the revelations of St. John as a woman

sitting upon a scarlet colored beast, hav-

ing a golden cup in her hand, full of filth-

iness and abominations, full of the wine

of the wrath of her fornication; that in

her forehead there was a name written—

"Mystery, Babylon the Great, the mother

of harlots." This kind of a church has ex-

isted in great abundance, for as John the

Revelator says, she was to have her do-

minion upon many waters, and she was

to make all nations drunken with the

wine of the wrath of her fornication.

Now, we do not dispute but what

such churches have existed and ex-

ist at the present time, and that the

nations of the earth have been cursed

with their filthiness and abominations,

and with the pride and wickedness they

have practiced before the Lord of hosts. I

have no doubt but what some few honest-

hearted persons have been taken in by

them, because they were so numerous

and so popular on the earth. But they

lack all the characteristics of the an-

cient Christian Church, having numer-

ous forms of godliness, but denying the

power thereof. That is, they deny rev-

elators and Prophets, deny the power

to foretell future events; deny that any

person, in these days, has the power to

have visions or revelations from heaven,

as the members of the Christian Church

anciently did.

Inasmuch as there has been such a

long apostasy, and the earth left without

any church of God upon it, we might nat-

urally suppose that, before the second

advent of the Son of God, there would

be as a preparation for his second com-

ing a Christian Church again organized,

and I will now refer you to some prophe-

cies upon this subject in the Bible. We

will first turn to the 14th chapter of the

Revelation of St. John, where we find

a prophecy about the second coming of

the Son of God. The 14th verse says—

"And I looked, and behold a white cloud,

and upon the cloud one sat like unto

the Son of Man, having on his head a

golden crown, and in his hand a sharp

sickle," &c. We have not time to read

all the events connected with this per-

sonage that was sitting upon the cloud,

and coming in great glory; but we will

go back a few verses and see if there

is any preparation to be made before he

comes in this cloud. In the 6th verse he

says—"And I saw another angel fly in the

midst of heaven, having the everlasting

gospel to preach unto them that dwell


