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male person who has lived on the earth

since the days of the Apostles? How do

you know that it meant you? Did God

ever give you a new revelation?" "Oh,

don't mention it, we do not believe in any

new revelation, or in inspired men in our

day." "Very well, then, you do not think

that God has sent any angel to restore

the Gospel, and authority to preach it

to the children of men?" "Oh, no, none

but a poor deluded sect called Mormons

away up in the mountains of America be-

lieve any such thing; they profess that

God has sent an angel from heaven to re-

store the Gospel and the authority of the

Priesthood, but we do not believe that

God sends angels in our day."

This is about the way you would get

answered by all the various churches

that have lived during many hundreds

of years past, in regard to their author-

ity; they have no more authority than

a heathen priest. Why? Because they

have denied all the fundamental powers

and principles of the ancient Christian

Church.

Says one—"Well, if they have no au-

thority, then all our baptisms are ille-

gal." Certainly they are; to be baptized

by a man who has no authority, no mat-

ter how sincere I may be, would avail

me nothing, I might as well go and bap-

tize myself. "Well," says one, "you Mor-

mons believe, do you, that God has actu-

ally sent an angel, and has again com-

mitted to men the everlasting Gospel,

and authority to preach it and admin-

ister its ordinances?" "Yes, and we not

only believe it, but many of us know

with a most perfect knowledge that he

has done so, having received our knowl-

edge from God himself." "Then the Lord,

you think, has fulfilled that passage

in the 14th chapter of Revelation, and

that he has actually sent an angel to

restore the Gospel to earth?" "Yes." "How

long since?" Some forty-six years have

passed away since the angel came and

committed a record of the Gospel, not

merely given in a verbal manner, but

caused to be translated a record that

contained the everlasting Gospel in all

its fullness. The ancient Israelites, who

once inhabited this country, were ac-

quainted with the Gospel. Jesus did not

confine his labors altogether to Pales-

tine; but after his crucifixion and res-

urrection, he came to America, and ap-

peared among its people, and taught

them the everlasting Gospel, the same as

he had before taught the people of Pales-

tine, and he commanded them to write

this Gospel upon plates of metal; they

did so, and they established a Christian

Church according to the pattern that

God gave to them, and their writings

have been brought forth. How? By the

administration of an angel from heaven,

an angel sent to reveal this record con-

taining the fulness of the everlasting

Gospel.

Inquires one—"Did this angel give

any authority to Joseph Smith, and to

others to whom he revealed himself,

to baptize?" Not at all. He revealed

the record, and Joseph was commanded

to translate it by the aid of the Urim

and Thummim that was with it, and

he was told that it would be sent to

all nations, kindreds, tongues and peo-

ple. But he did not give Joseph Smith

authority to preach that Gospel, nei-

ther did he give him authority to bap-

tize, or to lay on hands for the gift of

the Holy Ghost, and the probability is

that the person who held the keys to

reveal the everlasting Gospel did not

have the authority himself—it is not all

angels that have this authority. Pe-

ter, James, and John had the author-

ity, and after the book was translated

they were sent. What for? Not to


