RESTORATION OF THE GOSPEL, ETC.

among all the nations where the extremi-
ties of the image have sent forth one of
its governments, there will be the com-
mencement of a most terrible judgment, so
much so that the people on that land will
not have time to bury their dead, and the
fowls shall summer upon them. Why is all
this? Because they will not hearken when
that sound goes to all people; they will not
repent of their sins; they will not receive
the message that God has sent by his angel,
he therefore visits them first, because they
are the first to hear those glad tidings. No
wonder, then, that Zion, that brings good
tidings, was commanded by the ancient
Prophet to get up into the high mountain.

Let us go a little further, and see what
immediately follows this. Isaiah says—“For
behold, the Lord God shall come with a
strong hand.” What! The coming of the
Lord going to take place after Zion has
gone up into the mountains? Yes, that is
one of the great events that will transpire,
when the people of the nations are care-
less and indifferent, when they are eating
and drinking, buying and selling, and their
minds wholly swallowed up with the vari-
ous occupations of life. “Behold, the Lord
comes with a strong hand, his arm will rule
for him, and he will reward his people;
then the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
and all flesh will see it together.”

But one of the great preparatory works
in that dispensation of the gathering of
Zion to the mountains, will be the con-
struction of a great highway, which is to be
cast up in the desert. Let me ask you who
have been across these mountains, from
Omaha for many hundred miles westward,
what kind of a country is it? Is it a coun-
try of orchards, vineyards, and alluvial solil,
that is calculated to flatter the agriculturist?
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Says one—“No, I never saw such a barren
plain for hundreds and hundreds of
miles. In the day time, when we had an
opportunity of looking at it, it had all one
appearance, and was a vast sage plain and
desert.” Now Isaiah said that when his
people should get up into the mountains
a highway should be cast up in the desert.
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highway for our
God.” What! Is it made for the Lord? Yes.
What is the Lord going to do with it? He
is going to gather his people from all the
nations on this highway through the des-
ert. Do you want to know anything more
about this highway? Read another chapter
in Isaiah; he gives more particulars than
what I have mentioned.

What I have read in the 40th chapter
of Isaiah about the highway in the desert,
is only one thing connected with it. In an-
other chapter he says—“Go through, go
through the gates; prepare ye the way of
the people; cast up, cast up the highway;
gather out the stones; lift up a standard
for the people. Behold, the Lord hath pro-
claimed unto the end of the world, Say ye
to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy sal-
vation cometh; behold, his reward is with
him, and his work before him.” Here is the
same thing spoken of again, only it speaks
of tunnels, or, in other words, gates—“Go
through, go through the gates.” I have no
idea but what Isaiah, in gazing down upon
future generations, saw the time when a
long train of carriages would be whirled
across a continent, without any apparent
animal force or power. He perhaps did
not understand the modern terms for tun-
nel through a rock, and hence he calls
them gates. “Go through, go through
the gates; prepare the way of the people;
cast up, cast up a highway; gather out
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