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called the outcasts, will never return, the
scattered Jews will never be restored, un-
til such an ensign is raised. Isaiah, in the
fifth chapter, speaks of that ensign—*T will
lift up for the nations an ensign from afar.”
Why not lift it up in Jerusalem, Isaiah?
Why not lift it up in Palestine? Why not
commence the work in Asia? Says Isaiah—
“I will lift up an ensign to the nations from
afar.” How far? Away off to the ends of the
earth, from where Isaiah then was.

After this ensign is raised, he speaks of
how swiftly the people shall come—“They
shall come with speed swiftly.” Is that the
way you came, Latter-day Saints? When
you crossed the ocean, how did you come?
In steamships; and when you crossed
through the United States to Omaha, how
did you come? In steam cars. And when
you crossed these desert sage plains, how
did you come? With speed swiftly through
most of the desert, just as Isaiah said you
would in his fifth chapter.

Many people thought that when the
railroad came, “Mormonism” would
be done away. But such a supposition
shows their ignorance. Why, bless you,
this people in the year 1847, when the
pioneers crossed these plains without any
track to guide them, were looking for this
great highway then. Yes, I recollect, almost
every day when I could get an observa-
tion of the sun (for we had two sextants,
and artificial horizons, and mountain ba-
rometers, and one circle of reflection),
taking the latitudes and longitudes of all
the prominent places, crossing this great
desert; and not satisfied with getting the
latitude and longitude we had our moun-
tain barometers and attached and de-
tached thermometers and took the altitude
above sea level of all the prominent places
on the route of this great highway which
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was to be cast up for us in the midst of the
desert. Thus this people were the first to
talk about this great highway, and we never
lost sight of it. We petitioned Congress
for its construction twenty-five years ago;
our Legislature, knowing the minds of the
people, sent our memorial to the National
Legislature, and requested them to cast up
the highway across this country. Our me-
morials were, for awhile, treated with si-
lence; but by and by, when the proper time
comes, the Lord will stir up Congress and
the great men and capitalists of the nation
to go forth and construct this highway. Did
we not rejoice and thank the Lord our God
for fulfilling that which we had been ex-
pecting, and praying for so diligently? We
certainly did.

We might continue our remarks, as
there are many things connected with this
great preparatory work which, did time
permit, we would be glad to lay before the
people. I will quote a passage or two more
in relation to the gathering. Paul saw this
gathering, and he calls it a new dispensa-
tion that should come after his day. He
says that in the dispensation of the fullness
of times he would gather together in one
all things in Christ, whether they be things
in heaven or things on the earth. The dis-
pensation of the fullness of times, then,
was to be characterized by the gathering of
all persons that were in Christ. All the righ-
teous dead that are in heaven, whose bod-
ies are asleep in the grave, together with all
the Christians on the earth, will be gath-
ered in one in that dispensation. Fulfilling
another prophecy in the 43rd chapter of
Isaiah, where the Lord says—*“I will say to
the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep
not back: bring my sons from afar, and my
daughters from the ends of the earth; Even
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