INFIDELITY OF THE CHRISTIAN WORLD, ETC.

the revelations of God to man. And this
being the case, if the Lord has any people
on the face of the earth, they should be in-
creasing in faith in him. You let a Christian
come here, no matter who, whether he be
a minister, professor, or believer, or anyone
who professes to believe in the Bible, and
let him ask an Elder in Isracl—“Do you
really believe, in your soul, sincerely be-
fore the Lord, that Mormonism is true?”
When the Elder answers him “yes,” he is
about as much astonished as we were yes-
terday when these magazines exploded.
The fact of it is, as I said before, the world
do not believe in God or in revelation, and
they marvel very greatly to find any man
who has really got independence of mind
enough to stand up and say—°I believe
that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God,
and I believe in the revelations that were
given through him; I believe in the literal
fulfillment of prophecy, as written in the
Bible.” To hear men say this astonishes the
whole Christian world, and it astonishes
the Latter-day Saints to see the amount of
darkness and infidelity that are abroad in
the earth. Hence, as Latter-day Saints, I
think it requires on our part an increase of
faithfulness in the practice of our religion,
and in the various revelations of God con-
tained in the Bible, Book of Mormon, and
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants.

We see before our eyes, year after year,
the signs of heaven and of earth, and
the fulfillment of prophecy, but how
much are we as a people increasing in
faith in God? Do we increase in that re-
spect in proportion to the increase of in-
fidelity in the world? Perhaps I am not
a judge, but it appears to me that we do
not comprehend. The work in which
we are engaged, and the Bible, Book of
Mormon, and the Book of Doctrine
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and Covenants, are just as true today as
they were twenty, thirty, or forty years ago,
when we shouldered our knapsacks and
valises, and traveled on foot from city to
city, State to State, and from country to
country, to preach the word of God with-
out money and without price, trusting in
the living God to sustain and uphold us
in our mission. I say that this work is just
as true now as then, and so is the saying
which I quoted—“Who am I, saith the
Lord, that I command and am not obeyed?
Who am I, saith the Lord, that I promise
and do not fulfill?” I believe that the Lord
will fulfill what he says; I believe that he
will fulfill his promises unto the Latter-day
Saints and unto the world, unto Zion and
Babylon; and if he does, there is something
at the door, something for us, as Latter-day
Saints, to do. I believe the Lord has held
every man responsible, from the day of our
great progenitor, father Adam, into whose
hands the Holy Priesthood and the keys of
the kingdom of God have been commit-
ted; and I believe that every man, every set
of men, and every people, will be held
responsible, in time and eternity, for the
use they have made of the gifts, blessings,
and promises which have been given unto
them. The amount of it is that if any
people undertake to keep a celestial law,
it is their privilege to enjoy the spirit and
power of that law; it is also the privilege
of any man or set of men, who ever re-
ceived the Gospel, to enjoy the blessings
of that Gospel, no matter what age of
the world they may have lived in. Every
person who has ever repented of his sins,
and has been baptized for their remission,
after the order of God, and after the si-
militude of Jesus Christ, who was bur-
ied in water in the likeness of his death,
and came forth in the likeness of his
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