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eyes of the nations in the hands of the

Lord, for a special purpose—to gather

the house of Israel in the latter days.

These two records were also to be made

use of in order to preach the fullness of

the everlasting Gospel to both Jew and

Gentile; and they will stand in judg-

ment against the generation living on

the earth when they come forth; and

from the day that Moroni gave that

record into the hands of Joseph Smith,

the Lord held him responsible for the use

which he made of it; and when he gave

him the Priesthood under the hands of

John the Baptist, and the Apostleship

under the hands of Peter, James and

John, the Lord Almighty held him re-

sponsible unto the day that he sealed his

testimony with his blood, for the course

that he pursued with these things. And

he bore his testimony, left it on record,

and sealed it with his blood, and laid

down his life, and that testimony is in

force today upon all the world, and will

remain so unto the end of time. And

when I say this of Joseph Smith, I say it

of every other man. President Young has

led this Church for many years, and the

Lord has held him responsible, and will

hold him so unto the day of his death,

for the course pursued by him while con-

ducting the affairs of his Church and

kingdom, and also for the use he makes

of the holy Priesthood and the keys of the

kingdom. So also with his Counselors,

the Twelve Apostles, and everyone of us;

we shall all be held accountable to the

day of our death, and we shall have to

give an account before the God of heaven

when we go into the spirit world and

meet him there; for the use of this Priest-

hood, and the keys of the kingdom, which

have been established on the earth for

the last time, have been committed into

the hands of this people, and God will

hold the whole of us responsible for the

use we make of the blessings, privileges

and powers which we enjoy in connection

therewith. The eyes of God and his an-

gels, and of every man who dwells in the

celestial world are watching us, and the

course we pursue.

We are gathered together here as a

people; we have been in these mountains

a good while, and for a good many years

we have been organized as a Church and

kingdom, in this last age, in this dispen-

sation of the fullness of times; and now

the question with me is—Are we living

up to our privileges? Are we performing

the work required at our hands? Can

we, as a people, claim the blessings of

the Gospel of Christ, the blessings of the

celestial law and of the celestial king-

dom of God? Can we claim these things

at the hands of our heavenly Father un-

less we keep his commandments? This

is a question that we want to take home

to ourselves. If we are not keeping the

commands of the Lord can we claim his

blessings? We cannot; and this is matter

for reflection for the Latter-day Saints.

It may be asked—What are the com-

mandments of the Lord? Many of them

are contained in these records, the Bible,

Book of Mormon and Book of Doctrine

and Covenants; and we have the liv-

ing oracles with us, and have had from

the commencement. The Lord will never

leave his kingdom without a lawgiver,

leader, president, or some power to direct

the affairs of his Church on the earth,

for the reason that it is the dispensation

of the fullness of times, in which God

has set up a kingdom which is to be an

everlasting kingdom, and to whose do-

minion there will be no end; that king-

dom will not be given into the hands of


