
INFIDELITY OF THE CHRISTIAN WORLD, ETC. 191

them there, and somebody has got to ad-

minister for them by proxy here in the

flesh, that they may be judged according

to men in the flesh and have part in the

first resurrection.

This, in my view, is the work that

is required at the hands of the Latter-

day Saints, and when we get through I

think we will find this to be true. And

if there is anything I desire to live for

on the earth, or that I have desired, it

has been to get a record of the genealogy

of my fathers, that I might do something

for them before I go hence into the spirit

world. Until within a few years past it

has seemed as if every avenue has been

closed to obtaining such records; but the

Lord has moved upon the inhabitants of

this nation, and thousands of them are

now laboring to trace the genealogical

descent of the Puritan fathers, those who

landed at Plymouth Rock, and whose de-

scendants built up New England. Their

lineages are coming to light, and we are

gradually obtaining access to them, and

by this means we shall be enabled to do

something towards the salvation of our

dead.

These are some of the things upon my

mind that I wished to speak to you about.

And now let me ask—Have we a right to

our endowments and to the ordinances

and blessings of the Church and king-

dom of God, unless we fulfill the law of

God. It seems to me many times, that

there is a darkness and a lack of faith

even among the Latter-day Saints, and

that as we grow older we grow colder,

and as we advance towards the winding-

up scene it seems as though we have al-

most lost sight of our calling, of the ob-

ject of our being gathered together, and

the purposes which God requires at our

hands. There is a good deal for us to do

if we build up Zion; and if we do that

and sanctify ourselves before the Lord,

it has got to be done through obedience

to the commandments of the Lord. The

Lord has commanded us, and we have

got to obey his commandments if we re-

ceive the blessings of obedience. Our

numbers are not great, and compared

with the whole of the inhabitants of the

earth I do not expect that the number of

the Latter-day Saints will ever be very

great; yet the Lord has promised that

the little one shall become a thousand,

and the small one a strong nation; and

out of the house of Israel and those from

among the Gentiles who obey the Gospel,

God will raise up a nation, and they will

have power and strength in the earth.

But when we compare the Saints in this

or any other age with the surrounding

world, their numbers are few. I do not

know why it is that so few of the inhab-

itants of the earth take any interest in

their eternal welfare. The whole human

family, heathen, pagan, Christian and

Jew, know that this is not their home,

and that all have got to die, they cannot

escape the law of death; even if trans-

lated, as some were anciently, they have

to undergo a change equivalent to death.

Then why is it there is so little inter-

est throughout the world with regard to

a future state and to eternal matters?

The few who show they have an interest

in these things, and who have gathered

together to these valleys of the moun-

tains, have need of faith; we stand in

need of prayer, we stand in need of the

Holy Ghost, and of the inspiration of the

Almighty to dictate and direct us, and

unless we possess and enjoy these things

we become barren and unfruitful before

the Lord.

Now, whatever the Lord requires

at our hands, he does not require

anything of us that we cannot per-

form. We can obey his command-


