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charging the various responsibilities
that devolve upon us, to fill up the mea-
sure of our day upon the earth with
honor before God, before the holy angels
and before all good men, and to lend at
least a helping hand in building up the
kingdom of God, upon the earth, that
we so frequently talk about, and to in-
troduce those principles which emanate
from the Most High. In this regard, how-
ever, we can do nothing of ourselves, nei-
ther could any man who ever lived upon
the earth do anything in and of him-
self. There is a great supreme, over-
ruling power that shapes, manages, con-
trols and dictates the affairs of the hu-
man family. He raises up one and puts
down another; he regulates and controls
the affairs of the nations at his will,
and in regard to the purposes that he
has designed, pertaining to the earth
whereon we live, of which he has given
us some slight idea, he will have to be,
after all, the principal cooperator, the
leading hand, the power that guides, di-
rects and controls. He has called upon
us to be his assistants in the work that
he has commenced in these last days,
and has called a variety of laborers into
his vineyard, whom he has promised
to sustain, to guide and to direct, and
hence, although it may be an unspeak-
able privilege for us to be co-laborers
with the Almighty, yet it is only through
the spirit, power and intelligence that he
communicates, that we shall be able to
do anything acceptable in the sight of
God, and, as I said before, no man liv-
ing without this assistance is capable of
doing anything acceptable in the sight of
God. When we look at the works of God
in the various ages that have passed,
and in the various dispensations that
have been ushered into the world, we
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see this manifestly pointed out. In fact,
when we reflect upon the work that we
are engaged in, to whom are we in-
debted? To any of us? I think not. To
Joseph Smith? I think not. He was made
use of as an instrument in the hands
of the Almighty to convey certain prin-
ciples that God revealed to him; that
was all, and when he came, it was not
his own words that he spoke, it was the
revelation of God's will to him, and it
is that which we are in possession of
through him, as an instrument. It is
so with President Young and his coun-
cil, and it is so with the Twelve, it
is so with all the Bishops, High Coun-
cils, High Priests, and all the various
authorities of the Church and kingdom
of God upon the earth. It is not that
there is anything inherent in us, for we
know nothing only as God revealed it,
we know nothing only as it was com-
municated. We did not understand the
first principles of the doctrine of Christ
even; and I have never met with any-
body on the face of the earth where I
have traveled who did know anything
about these things. We are indebted
to the Lord, therefore, for any knowl-
edge that we have of the true doctrine
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, and for all the ramifications
thereof. We are indebted to him for a
knowledge of the Priesthood, whether
that Priesthood be after the order of
Melchizedek, which is after the order of
the Son of God; or whether it be the
lesser or Aaronic Priesthood. We, none
of us knew anything about it, and no-
body ever did, until God communicated
it. And the same thing holds good all the
way through. Go back to the history of
the world, as reported in the Bible and
Book of Mormon, and you will find that



