
every great movement ever made among 
men that had God to support it, originated 
not with men, but that God himself was 
the author of it. Even Jesus himself, when 
he came, said—“I came not to do my will, 
but the will of him who sent me;” and—
“The words that I speak, I speak not of 
myself, but the Father that dwells in me. 
He doeth the works.” Therefore, looking at 
things in this point of view, we, above all 
people who dwell on the face of the earth, 
ought to acknowledge the hand of God in 
all things; and in fact we have a revelation 
directly on that point, which says—“that 
with none is the Lord angry, but with those 
who do not acknowledge his hand in all 
things.”

We are here for a certain purpose; 
the world was organized for a certain 
purpose; the world has been destroyed 
for a certain purpose, and judgments 
have overtaken it for a certain purpose; 
the Gospel has been introduced for a 
certain purpose, in the different ages of 
time, and among the different peoples to 
whom it has been revealed and commu-
nicated, and we, today, are in subjection 
to the general rule. The Lord has led us 
along as he once led Israel, and as he led 
the Nephites from the land of Jerusalem,  
and the ten tribes, and other peoples, 
who went to different places. He has led 
us along, and the first thing he did with 
us, or to the world whereon we live, or 
with whom we are associated, was to  
send his Gospel, having revealed it first  
to Joseph Smith, and he, being autho-
rized by the Almighty, and having re-
ceived his appointment through the holy  
Priesthood that exists in the heavens,  
and with that appointment, authority  
to confer it upon others, did confer it 
upon others, and they in turn upon

others, and hence the Gospel was sent 
to us in the various nations where we re-
sided. And when these men went forth to 
proclaim this Gospel, they went, as Jesus 
said, not to do their “will, but the will of 
the Father who sent them,” and to coop-
erate with the holy Priesthood here upon 
the earth in introducing correct principles. 
Hence they went among the nations, and 
thousands, and tens of thousands, and mil-
lions listened to their testimonies; but as it 
was in former days, so it has been in latter 
days. Says Jesus—“Strait is the gate, and 
narrow the way, that leads to life, and few 
there be that find it; while wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way that leads to destruc-
tion, and many there be that go in there-
at.” This has been the case in all ages and 
among all peoples, wherever and whenever 
the Gospel has been preached to them.

Now then, the Lord has been desir-
ous, in this age, as he has in other ages, to 
gather to himself a people who would do 
his will, keep his commandments, listen 
to his counsel and carry out his behests. 
To whom could he send? To the wise and 
learned, to the philosopher and statesman, 
to the prince and potentate? Verily no. 
The Lord, in this age as on former occa-
sions, sends by whom he will send; he se-
lects his own messengers, and sends them 
among the people. And when the Elders of 
Israel went forth, he said to them in a cer-
tain revelation—“Go forth, and mine an-
gels shall go before you, and my Spirit shall 
accompany you.” And they went forth, 
and God was true to his word, and many 
of you, at that time in distant nations, lis-
tened to the words of life, and when you 
heard them, you knew and understood 
them, just as Jesus said—“My sheep hear 
my voice and know me, and they follow
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