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me, but a stranger will they not follow,
because they know not the voice of a
stranger." You heard the voice of truth
accompanied by the Spirit of God, and
that caused a chord to vibrate within
your own bosoms, and you yielded obe-
dience and came out here, as we find you
today.

Now, then, we are gathered together
to help, what to do? To look after our
own individual interest? No. To accu-
mulate wealth? No. To possess and wal-
low in the good things of this life? No;
but to do the will of God, and devote our-
selves, our talents and abilities, our in-
telligence and influence, in every possi-
ble way to carry out the designs of Je-
hovah, and help to establish peace and
righteousness upon the earth. This, as
I understand it, is what we are here
for, and not to attend to our own indi-
vidual affairs and let God and his king-
dom do as they please. We are all in-
terested in the great latter-day work of
God, and we all ought to be coworkers
therein. It is proper sometimes that we
should reflect a little upon some of these
things, and find out what is our true sta-
tus and position before the Lord, and be-
fore one another, before the angels, and
before the world that we are mixed up
with, and have more or less to do with.
We want sometimes to pause and re-
flect a little upon some of these things.
Why was God so careful to preserve the
plates upon which this record was found,
and from which it was translated? Why
was he so desirous that the old Prophets,
who lived upon this continent genera-
tions ago, should sacredly guard and
keep these sacred records? He told us
what it was for, and the Prophets told us
what it was for, and Jesus, when he was
here, told us what it was for—that these
things might come forth in the last days

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

for the benefit of his people, and for the
benefit of all who should believe in, and
obey the word of God among the Gen-
tiles. What for? That we might have
a corroborating testimony from a peo-
ple upon this continent, who had their
Prophets, which should agree with the
testimony which we had from the conti-
nent of Asia; and that, through the in-
strumentality of that truth which shall
be developed, a nucleus might be formed
through which God could communicate
his will, and accomplish those purposes
that he has designed to accomplish from
before the foundation of the world. From
the commencement of the organization
of this world, God designed the accom-
plishment of the very thing that we are
engaged in here today. We live in what
the Scriptures call the dispensation of
the fullness of times, in which the Lord
has said that he would gather together
all things in one, whether they be things
on the earth or things in the heavens; in
this dispensation he designed to call to-
gether his sheep that were on the face of
the earth, just as much as he did in the
days of Jesus. How was it then? Said
Jesus—"Father, I pray for those whom
thou hast given me; thine they were and
thou gavest them me. I pray for them
that they may be one, as I, Father, am
in thee and thou in me, that the world
may know that thou hast sent me." He
has done the same thing in this day. He
has gathered together his sheep, he has
organized his holy Priesthood in its full-
ness, perhaps as perfectly as it ever was
organized on the face of the earth. I
do not know, fully, the position of things
in Enoch's day; there may have been
many things transpired on this conti-
nent that we have not had revealed unto
us, for we have not all their records,
only part of them were translated;



