HOW GOD'S PURPOSES ARE FULFILLED, ETC.

with all their desires to do good, they
could not accomplish these things. Were
they all wicked men? By no means.
There were many good men among them,
and so there are today; but these good
men cannot see the kingdom of God, un-
less by the Spirit of God, and we are told
definitely that "no man knows the things
of God but by the Spirit of God." And how
do they get it? We have been taught,
by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ,
by repenting of our sins, by being bap-
tized, by those possessing the authority,
in the name of Jesus Christ, for the re-
mission of our sins, and by having hands
laid upon us by the same authority for
the reception of the Holy Ghost. Then
it is that the Spirit takes of the things
of God and shows them unto us; then
it is that we are brought into commu-
nion with our heavenly Father; then it
is that we have a hope that enters within
the veil, whither Christ our forerunneris
gone; then it is that we have an unction
from the Holy One, as they had in former
times, that will teach us the principles of
light, and life, and intelligence, pertain-
ing to our present and future existence;
then it is that the darkness with which
the world is beclouded is removed, and
the light of heaven is permitted to per-
meate our minds, and impart light and
intelligence thereunto; then it is that we
are the sons of God, and it does not yet
appear what we shall be, says the sacred
writer; "but when he who is our life shall
appear, then shall we appear like unto
him in glory;" it is through this principle,
and this life, light and intelligence, and
that through obedience to the commands
of God.

In looking still forward we find that
there are other things ahead of us.
One thing is the building of Tem-
ples, and that is a very important
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item, and ought to rest with force upon
the minds of all good Saints. I remem-
ber, some time ago, having a conversa-
tion with Baron Rothschild, a Jew. I was
showing him the Temple here, and said
he—"Elder Taylor, what do you mean
by this Temple? What is the object of
it? Why are you building it?" Said I,
"Your fathers had among them Prophets,
who revealed to them the mind and will
of God; we have among us Prophets
who reveal to us the mind and will of
God, as they did. One of your Prophets
said—'"The Lord whom ye seek shall sud-
denly come to his Temple, but who may
abide the day of his coming? For he
shall sit as a refiner's fire and a puri-
fier of silver." "Now," said I, "Sir, will
you point me out a place on the face
of the earth where God has a Temple?"
Said he, "I do not know of any." "You re-
member the words of your Prophet that
I have quoted?" Said he—'"Yes, I know
the Prophet said that, but I do not know
of any Temple anywhere. Do you con-
sider that this is that Temple?" "No, sir,
it is not." "Well, what is this Temple
for?" Said I, "The Lord has told us to
build this Temple so that we may ad-
minister therein baptisms for our dead
(which I explained to him), and also to
perform some of the sacred matrimonial
alliances and covenants that we believe
in, that are rejected by the world gen-
erally, but which are among the purest,
most exalting and ennobling principles
that God ever revealed to man." "Well,
then, this is not our Temple?" "No, but,"
said I, "You will build a Temple, for
the Lord has shown us, among other
things, that you Jews have quite a
role to perform in the latter days, and
that all the things spoken by your old
prophets will be fulfilled, that you will
be gathered to old Jerusalem, and that



