
it to a greater or less extent. There may be 
some lukewarm in this work, as in every 
other; but I am satisfied that the great 
majority will lay hold with a great deal of 
energy, and will persevere in it, and will 
rejoice in doing so. This is my faith, and 
I am willing to prove it, so far as I am con-
cerned, by my works.

I do not consider it necessary to dwell 
upon the importance of these things. A 
great many of the Latter-day Saints have 
had many blessings bestowed upon them 
in the house of God, very great blessings 
indeed. Shall we slacken our hand because 
of this? By no means. There still remains 
a great work to be done; and it is incum-
bent upon us to do it, as brother Woodruff 
has said, while we have the opportunity in 
the flesh. Before we go behind the veil we 
should lay a foundation to progress upon 
after we have finished our course here. We, 
by our works, as well as by our faith, while 
in this life, should lay a foundation for 
exaltation in the celestial kingdom of our 
Father and our God.

I am rejoiced to hear the subject of 
building Temples agitated again.

A great deal might be said about it as 
to the details, but it will recommend it-
self to everyone. What can a Bishop do 
in his ward? He can do something, and if 
he will lay the matter before the members 
of his ward he will find that he can get 
very liberal contributions in labor, and in 
provisions and other means necessary to 
pay the hands who work steadily on the 
Temple. There is not a ward in the city, 
not a ward in the county, nor in all these 
counties, but what can contribute consid-
erable to this end, and that too right away. 
It is not going to take so much stone to 
go on with in proportion, as it has taken 
for the foundation, for the walls will not

be so wide; and although the work is ex-
pensive, yet it can be done. We have me-
chanics who are perfectly competent to do 
it, and the plan will be given as fast as la-
borers to do the work are ready.

This is one thing that we can do, and 
it is required of us, and the responsibility 
of accomplishing this task rests upon our 
shoulders. Of course we have other du-
ties to perform. Every person who lives in 
this Territory, here in Zion, who professes 
to be a Latter-day Saint, has responsibili-
ties of various kinds resting upon him. All 
ought to assist in developing the resources 
of the soil, to draw from the elements for 
the support of themselves and families; to 
build up and make improvements, and not 
to tear down and destroy. We should all 
be united in developing, beautifying and 
improving this country, in which the Lord 
has planted our feet, that we may become 
a self-sustaining people, bringing forth 
from the elements with which the Lord 
has surrounded us, those things neces-
sary for our sustenance and comfort. We 
should economize our time, and use it 
and all we have to our own best advan-
tage, and to the glory and honor of our 
Father. There is plenty of labor here 
for all if they will do it, and if they will 
put themselves to work in those chan-
nels that are necessary. There are some 
kinds of business that are overdone. A 
good many of our young people, and 
others to, instead of turning their atten-
tion to the cultivation of the earth, or to 
the manufacture of things that are actu-
ally needed for the welfare and comfort 
of the community, seek to become clerks 
and to pursue some kind of a calling that 
is not productive. Such a course  increases 
the consumers, but not the produc-
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