UNBELIEF OF THE PRESENT AGE, ETC.

the work and kingdom of God, that was
spoken of by the Prophets long ago; that
great kingdom spoken of by the Prophet
Daniel, that is to break in pieces and sub-
due all other kingdoms, and stand forever,
is actually being built up in our day, right
in the face and eyes of the whole world.
Who understands it? Does the outside
world? No, and it seems sometimes as if
scarcely half the Saints do to the extent
they should. I am satisfied that neither I
nor anybody else comprehends this work to
the fullest extent. A great many can see the
kingdom, some do not; some of those who
profess to be Saints, judging by the course
they take, do not see the kingdom. But it is
here all the same, whether you see it or not,
and it is actually transpiring; and the course
and history of the Latter-day Saints are a
testimony to the world from the Lord of
the building up of his kingdom, the bring-
ing to pass of his purposes, and the fulfill-
ment of prophecies uttered thousands of
years ago. But they cannot see it.

One of the signs of the times to be given
when the kingdom of God should be built
up, was the heaving of the sea beyond its
bounds. Has anybody heard of any such
thing in these days? Everybody that reads
the newspapers knows that events of this
kind have been common during the past
few years; but this generation pay no more
regard to them than they would to the shak-
ing of a straw in the wind, so far as being a
sign of the coming of the Son of Man, or of
the accomplishment of the work of the Lord
in the last days. Talk to people generally,
in the world, about such things, and they
say— “Oh, they are accounted for upon
some natural principle.” It is so with all
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of the signs that the Lord has given, or that
he will give, that have been prophesied
about—they can all be accounted for upon
some natural principle. They are neverthe-
less coming to pass in the time that the
Lord, through his Prophets, has said they
would come. Many things prophesied of
in ages past and gone are actually transpir-
ing today, yet the people generally do not
comprehend them. But the majority of
the Latter-day Saints do, and they know
that the time of the second coming of the
Savior is approaching,.

Can we realize that there is a great work
to be accomplished, and that the responsi-
bility rests upon our shoulders? I hope and
trust we may; I believe we shall, and that
we shall put forth renewed energy to per-
form what is required of us from time to
time, and be earnest in accomplishing, as
far as it devolves upon us, the purposes of
the Almighty, in seeking the kingdom of
God and its righteousness, and in develop-
ing the country in which God has planted
our feet, and which he held in reserve for
so many hundreds of years for his Saints,
that they might have a place to come to
and inherit. We know that he has given
it into our hands, and he is pouring his
blessings upon us from time to time, and
that to use for him and his kingdom, and
not, as fast as he hands them to us, to hand
them out to build up the devil’s kingdom.

That we may be united in using our
abilities, our means, our substance, and all
that we have, in rolling forth God’s pur-
poses, building up his kingdom, and estab-
lishing the principles of righteousness in
the hearts of the people, is my prayer, in
the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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