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than the inspiration of the Almighty will
do it. They have tried it in various nations
with varied success, but they never have ac-
complished it and they never will. Hence
we are brought back to where we started,
the necessity of sending forth the Gospel.
Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice and
know me and follow me. A stranger they
will not follow, for they know not the
voice of a stranger.” In the commence-
ment of this work the Lord, knowing the
material required, raised up his servant
Joseph Smith, inspired by his spirit, power
and authority, to proclaim the Gospel of
the Son of God, to administer in the ordi-
nances thereof, and unite those that were
willing to make covenant with the Lord by
sacrifice, those that would lay aside their
traditions and keep his commandments.
This was what the Lord wished; not to
gather up a promiscuous crowd, but those
who would receive the Gospel. “I will take
them one of a city, and two of a family,
and bring them to Zion,” says the Lord,
and give them pastors after my own heart,
that will feed them with knowledge and
understanding, not with false philosophy,
but with knowledge emanating from God;
men who will manifest the will of God and
carry out his designs, teaching the people
his law.

The world think they can learn the law
and will of God at the theological and oth-
er schools, and seminaries; but they never
did and they never will learn God or his
purposes in this way. God wishes to estab-
lish his kingdom in our day, and he will
establish it by his own power, in his own
way.

The Prophet speaks of a stone that should
be cut out of the mountain without hands,
which will roll forth and smite the great im-
age, become a mountain and fill the whole
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earth. This will be done by Israel’s God,
and no power or government, not all the
power of earth and hell combined, can
stay its progress. This is the work of God,
not of man. It is not by this man nor that
man that this will be brought about. It is
by the power of Jehovah. No other power
can accomplish these things. He makes
use of men to accomplish certain objects
he has in view, and will bring about his
purposes in his own way and when it
pleases him. But we talk sometimes a good
deal about Joseph Smith. Who was Joseph
Smith? An unlettered youth. Could he
do anything to accomplish these things?
Not unless God had revealed it to him.
He asked wisdom of God and received
it. Till that time he knew no more about
these things than you or I. It was God
and God alone that did these things. “He
can take the weak things of this earth, the
base things, and the things that are not,
to bring to nought the things that are:
That no flesh may glory in his presence.”
He took Joseph. Why? Because the time
had come to begin a work, in which all
the holy Priesthood of God that had lived
in former ages were concerned. Joseph was
the honored instrument chosen to take
the initiative. Who knew that this time
had come? No one. The religious world
were as divided then as they are today.
All kinds of opposing doctrines and dog-
mas were promulgated. “When the Lord
shall bring again Zion, the watchmen shall
see eye to eye.” But when men are gov-
erned by their own notions, what do they
see of the things of God? Nothing. Who
originated the doctrines of this Latter-day
work? Who organized this Church? I have
read that in former times. God placed in
the Church, first Apostles, secondarily
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