
that the question was asked of the Savior 
by his disciples: “Who, then, can be 
saved?” There are very few of the children 
of Father Adam and Mother Eve, who 
will be prepared to go into the Celestial 
Kingdom. Those who prepare themselves 
here, below, through obedience to the 
Gospel, receiving through their faithfulness 
the keys of the Priesthood, and sanctifying 
themselves through the truth, they are pre-
paring themselves to become the sons of 
God. If we become the sons of God, we 
shall be joint heirs with Jesus Christ to all 
the inheritances that the Father hath pre-
pared for the faithful. But there are few of 
all the human family that will ever attain 
to this highest state of glory.

We have a work to do just as important 
in its sphere as the Savior’s work was in its 
sphere. Our fathers cannot be made per-
fect without us; we cannot be made perfect 
without them. They have done their work 
and now sleep. We are now called upon to 
do ours; which is to be the greatest work 
man ever performed on the earth. Millions 
of our fellow creatures who have lived 
upon the earth and died without a knowl-
edge of the Gospel must be officiated for 
in order that they may inherit eternal life 
(that is, all that would have received the 
Gospel). And we are called upon to enter 
into this work.

The Latter-day Saints who turn their 
attention to moneymaking soon become 
cold in their feelings toward the ordinances 
of the house of God. They neglect their 
prayers, become unwilling to pay any do-
nations; the law of Tithing gets too great a 
task for them; and they finally forsake their 
God, and the providences of heaven seem 
to be shut out from them—all in conse-

quence of this lust after the things of this 
world, which will certainly perish in han-
dling, and in their use they will fade away 
and go from us. We, as well as the whole 
world of mankind, know that our time is 
short, our days but a span. And yet we lust 
after this filthy lucre, the world’s wealth. 
It matters not how much of this world’s 
goods a man may possess, his few days 
soon expire, and he sleeps with the fathers. 
To him his riches are no more; it was only 
seeming wealth. We cannot expect to re-
ceive real wealth until we receive the riches 
of eternity, which are eternal. Those riches 
will not be committed to us, until we shall 
have filled our measures here, having done 
all the Lord requires of us, towards perfect-
ing ourselves, and assisting him in the work 
of the salvation of the human family. Not 
until Jesus shall present all things to the 
Father, saying, I have completed the work 
thou gavest me to do; here are the results of 
my labors. Then, and not until then, can 
we possess real riches, true riches, eternal 
riches.

How vain it is in man to allow himself 
to think that he can make himself happy 
with the pleasures of this world. There 
is no lasting pleasure here, unless it is in 
God. When men leave the kingdom of 
God, their lives are filled with bitterness, 
their thoughts are full of fearfulness, and 
they are sorrowful, day by day. They may 
tell you they are happy. But when you 
probe them, and find out the inmost re-
cesses of the heart, it is a cup of gall; they 
are not happy. They may seek, to the utter-
most parts of the earth, for happiness, but  
they find it not. Where is happiness, real 
happiness? Nowhere but in God. By pos-
sessing the spirit of our holy religion, we
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