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and of his upbraiding them for their un-

belief and hardness of heart, because

they believed not them that had seen

him after he was risen, etc. At this time

the following commission he gave unto

them—

"Go ye into all the world, and preach

the gospel to every creature. He that be-

lieveth and is baptized shall be saved;

but he that believeth not shall be

damned. And these signs shall follow

them that believe; In my name shall

they cast out devils; they shall speak

with new tongues; They shall take up

serpents; and if they drink any deadly

thing, it shall not hurt them: and they

shall lay hands on the sick, and they

shall recover."

It may appear singular to some, why

our Elders do not treat on what is termed

"the mysteries of the kingdom." I know

of no greater mystery to the inhabitants

of the earth, than the Gospel of Jesus

Christ. And yet the Gospel is so plain,

and so easy to be understood, that the

unlearned and the youth can know of

it. The Apostle Paul said, "For I am not

ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it

is the power of God unto salvation to ev-

ery one that believeth." He considered

it of so much importance, that, on an-

other occasion, in writing to the Gala-

tians, he said—"But, though we or an an-

gel from heaven preach any other Gospel

unto you than that we have preached

unto you, let him be accursed." From the

fact of the Gospel being so simple, of its

being adapted to the condition and cir-

cumstances of all people, and of its hav-

ing gone forth by the commandment of

the Savior, to all the world, in the event

of its being rejected, condemnation must

necessarily follow.

Notwithstanding the simplicity of

the Gospel, where during the last

eighteen hundred years has been the

man or the sect that has presented it to

the world, as taught by the Savior and

his Apostles, before it was revealed from

heaven, in fulfillment of ancient prophe-

cies, to the young man Joseph Smith,

and preached by him? No voice had ever

been heard to proclaim it. There had

never been a church or an organization

upon the earth, since the days of Christ

and his Apostles, directed by the revela-

tions of heaven and owned of God.

The Gospel now being preached to all

the world, by commandment of the Lord

to the Prophet Joseph, is the same as

taught by Adam, Enoch and the Sav-

ior. It never changes through lapse of

time; its ordinances and laws are al-

ways the same, worlds without end. The

first principles of the Gospel taught from

the dawn of creation, are faith, repen-

tance and baptism, and the laying on

of hands for the reception of the Holy

Ghost; and they are the same today. To

certain minds there might be a mystery

connected with these principles. Why,

say some, is this so? We can only an-

swer, because it is the law of the great

Jehovah, the plan framed in the heav-

ens for the salvation and redemption of

man. They are requirements made of

the whole human family, which must be

obeyed in order that the prevailing mys-

tery may be banished, and the fruits

and the blessings of the Gospel enjoyed.

The Gospel is free to all; it is without

money and without price. But none can

officiate in its ordinances, acceptably to

God, except those who have received di-

vine authority to do so. For, says the

Apostle, no man taketh this honor unto

himself, except he be called of God, as

was Aaron. But there are a great many

Gospels, all claiming to be of Christ,


