SIMPLICITY OF THE GOSPEL, ETC.

and all differing, more or less, from one
another, and from the one taught by the
Savior, when upon the earth. When
he, who has the authority, preaches the
Gospel, he promises, in the name of Je-
sus Christ, to all that believe and obey,
that the Holy Ghost will be given them.
By virtue of this promise, all such can
know for themselves, whether it is of
God, or whether it is of man. If an unau-
thorized man goes forth, pretending to
proclaim this same Gospel, and it mat-
ters not how able and talented he may
be, his doctrine can be detected, because
the promises which were to follow the
believers in Christ are not realized, the
Holy Ghost which imparts its gifts unto
men are not received, and hence the fal-
lacy of the doctrines of men is exposed,
so that none need be deceived. Our boys
are often called from the plow and the
workshop, to go abroad to the nations
to disseminate the principles of the ev-
erlasting Gospel. By what power are our
young men sustained, who go forth, inex-
perienced, without much education, pre-
senting in meekness, to a learned and
intelligent world, the Gospel of Christ?
God, through his angels, attends them;
he strengthens their feeble knees, and
gives them utterance.

I was once preaching to a large
assembly in Collinsville, Connecticut;
when I got through, a young clergyman
came forward, and asked me if I had re-
ceived any diploma from college. I an-
swered him, "No." "Do you know," said
he, "that a man who has not received a
college diploma, has no right to preach?"
"No, sir,” I said, "I do not know it."
"Well, sir," he said," that is the case." I
then asked him to inform me how it was
that Jesus preached, without receiving
a college diploma? And if such things
as college diplomas were ever known or
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read of in the ministry of Christ and his
Apostles?

The Lord chose poor, illiterate fisher-
men, and sent them forth to combat, and
even to confound the wisdom of the wise.
His Gospel is represented today, by the
weak things of the earth, and has been
now for over forty years. And what is
the result of our preaching? Let facts
speak for themselves. You can behold for
yourselves, a people gathered here from
the different nations, all prompted by the
same motives, namely, to build up and
establish Zion on the earth, in fulfillment
of the words of God, through the mouths
of his Prophets. Why have we been so
successful, thus far, in accomplishing so
great a work? Simply, because God has
confirmed our preaching, and the testi-
monies we have borne, by conferring the
Holy Ghost, with signs following the be-
lievers. Had not this been the case, Utah
would be today, what it was on the 24th
of July, 1847, when the pioneers first set
foot on its soil—a barren, desolate land,
unfit for the habitation of man. The re-
sults of our preaching bespoke the fulfill-
ment of prophecy. Zion has arisen, and
some of the prophecies concerning her,
recorded in the Old and New Testament,
are having their fulfillment.

Angels have visited the earth and
delivered the keys of salvation to the
Prophet Joseph. He lived long enough
to effect a complete organization of the
Church, strictly according to the rev-
elations of God to him. God has in
our day given gifts to men, for the per-
fecting of the Saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ. The Apostle likened
the Church unto a perfect body. One
part cannot say to the other, I have
no need of you; but all the parts



