
us to tarry here below is short; but our spir-
its are eternal, and will live forever, and our 
future destiny depends on this our earthly 
career. The Lord has given his angels charge 
concerning us; they are our friends, and 
their eyes are over us. They stand in waiting 
with sharp sickles in their hands, ready to go 
forth and reap down the earth. Our calling is

to perfect ourselves, to purify Zion, and 
make it a fit habitation for the Son of God 
when he comes; to build Temples, and in 
them perform the rites and ordinances for 
the living and the dead, and accomplish 
all that God designs us to do. And that we 
may be faithful in the performance thereof, 
is my prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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A little upwards of forty-six years ago, 
the Lord our God, through the administra-
tion of holy angels, organized his Church 
in the State of New York, and called men 
to the ministry, commanding them to 
go forth as missionaries, and preach to 
the people of the United States. They, in 
obedience to the command, went forth 
in their weakness, commencing their la-
bors in the State of New York, and suc-
ceeded in baptizing believers, and orga-
nizing branches of the Church. From that  
day to the present, the Lord has been with

his servants, and with the people who have 
embraced the message they proclaim.

In connection with the establishing of 
this Church, the Lord inaugurated the 
Gathering, which is peculiar to the dis-
pensation in which we live. This work of 
gathering of the people, has continued 
for forty-six years, and we can behold its 
results—a people settled throughout these 
mountain valleys, numbering a hundred 
and fifty thousand.
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