PROPHECIES OF JOSEPH SMITH, ETC.

through our Prophet, Joseph Smith,
whom the Lord called to organize his
Church in this last dispensation, and
have often marveled at their literal ful-
fillment. I will refer to some of them.

It is well known that the Book of Mor-
mon was translated by Joseph Smith,
from certain plates which he discovered,
deposited in a certain hill, anciently
called Cumorah, which is situated in On-
tario County, State of New York, having
previously been shown the place in open
vision. This book was translated, and its
first edition of five thousand copies was
published, before the organization of this
Church. It was stated in that book, that
a Church should arise, and the people
who should embrace the Gospel which it
contained, should be gathered together
into one body. For the fulfillment of
this, I have only to refer you to the peo-
ple, the body of this Church, inhabit-
ing these mountain vales. This prophecy
also speaks of the extent of this future
work—it should not only be preached to
the people of this American Continent,
but it should be proclaimed to every na-
tion, kindred, tongue and people, un-
der heaven, and the gathering should be
from all these nations.

An impostor may prophesy, but he
cannot fulfill his own prophecies. If
Joseph Smith was an impostor, as the
world say he was, how could he know be-
forehand of the rise of this Church, and
that the Gospel would be preached in all
parts of this nation? Still more, how
could he know, that it would go to every
land, and be proclaimed throughout ev-
ery nation of the earth, and even to those
inhabiting the islands of the sea? Has
this been fulfilled? All you have to do is
to make yourselves acquainted with the
fact. You will find that the Gospel mes-
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sage has been carried out by our mis-
sionaries to the nations of Great Britain
and Ireland, to France, Germany, Italy,
Switzerland, and the countries of Scan-
dinavia, to Austria and Russia, to Asia
and Africa, to Australia and the island of
New Zealand, and the various islands of
the South Pacific Ocean, as well as to the
Sandwich and Society Islands. Among
all these nations, this work has gone in
fulfillment of prophecy, published before
there was any Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. Joseph Smith,
therefore, so far as the fulfillment of his
prophecies is concerned, has so much to
establish the divinity of his mission.

Let us refer still further to the
prophecies contained in the Book of Mor-
mon. We read in that book, that not
only a Church should arise, etc., but
that the blood of the Saints who should
embrace its faith, should cry from the
ground to the God of heaven, against
the inhabitants of this nation. How
unlikely a thing to be fulfilled! Here,
upon this land, is one of the most free
governments given to man, bestowing
upon all, civil and religious liberty. In
other lands, persecution existed in con-
sequence of men's religious convictions;
here all religious societies enjoyed the
freedom of religious liberty to the fullest
extent. If an impostor were going to
prophesy, would he not be most likely
to predict something that would suit the
popular feeling of the people, something
that would naturally come to pass? But
for him to prophesy that the blood of
the Saints, who were yet unconverted,
should cry unto God for vengeance,
against a people who glorified in their
freedom, who could believe it? The peo-
ple said such a thing never could come
to pass; Joseph Smith must be an im-



