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the prophecy was true, for the Lord had

spoken to me and had given me revela-

tion. I knew also concerning the divin-

ity of this work. Year after year passed

away, while every little while some of

the acquaintances I had formerly made

would say, "Well, what is going to be-

come of that prediction? It's never going

to be fulfilled." Said I, "Wait, the Lord

has his set time." By and by it came

along, and the first battle was fought at

Charleston, South Carolina. This is an-

other testimony that Joseph Smith was

a Prophet of the Most High God; he

not only foretold the coming of a great

civil war at a time when statesman even

never dreamed of such a thing, but he

named the very place where it should

commence.

I have not time now to notice any oth-

ers. I wish, however, to say more par-

ticularly to the strangers present, that

God informed us immediately after the

organization of this Church, that this

Gospel should be preached first to the

nations of the Gentiles, and then the

Lord would call in his servants and give

them a special mission to the scattered

remnants of the house of Israel, that are

among the Gentile nations. You have not

heard of our trying to convert the Jews.

Why? Because God has decreed and de-

termined that he will fulfill the times of

the Gentiles first, in accordance with an-

cient prophecy. When that time arrives,

the Lord will have prepared some of the

Jewish nation to receive the Gospel, and

then they will gather to their own land,

and rebuild their city upon its former

site. You doubtless will remember those

words of the Savior referring to the Jew-

ish nation, which can be found in the

21st chapter of St. Luke—"For there

shall be great distress in the land, and

wrath upon this people. And they shall

fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be

led away captive into all nations: and

Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the

Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles

be fulfilled." How and in what way will

the Lord fulfill the times of the Gentiles?

There must first be a revealed message,

a Gospel message, sent to them. The

preaching of this message is referred to

in the 14th chapter of Revelation, by the

Apostle John, who in vision saw the an-

gel in the act of bringing it to the earth.

And we are told it was to be preached

to all nations which may be said to be

composed of the two peoples known as

the Gentiles and the Jews. But the Lord

has said that "the last shall be first,

and the first shall be last." Jesus came

to the lost sheep of the house of Israel,

but they rejected him, and the Apostles

were moved upon to say, "Lo, we turn

to the Gentiles;" and they did so, the

Jews having proved themselves unwor-

thy of eternal life, "and the kingdom of

God shall be taken from you," says the

Savior, "and given to a nation bringing

forth the fruits thereof." The Gentiles,

to whom the Gospel was to be given,

received it, and the gifts and graces of

the Church, which were before enjoyed

by Israel, were now manifested among

the Gentiles. But behold, they corrupted

themselves, after having received the

kingdom, and Paul perceived the decline

of their faith, which was the beginning

of the great "falling away," which he, in

his second epistle to the Thessalonians,

said must be before the day of the Lord

came. Also in the 11th chapter of Ro-

mans, Paul speaks of the Gentiles who

had received the Gospel as the wild olive

tree, having been grafted into the tame

olive tree, and cautions them in this

language—"Because of unbelief, they (Is-

rael), were broken off, and thou stand-

est by faith. Be not highminded, but


