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fear. For if God spared not the natural

branches, take heed lest he also spare

not thee." This, with other prophetic

warnings of a similar character, was dis-

regarded.

I will refer you to another ancient

prophecy contained in the 4th chapter

of the second of Timothy—"For the time

will come when they will not endure

sound doctrine; but after their own lusts

shall they heap to themselves teachers,

having itching ears; And they shall turn

away their ears from the truth, and

shall be turned unto fables;" and who,

he says, in the previous chapter, shall

"have a form of godliness, but denying

the power thereof; from such turn away."

It seems, then, that this people, whom

Paul speaks of, were to have a form of

godliness; they were, in other words, to

be a pious people, professedly a very re-

ligious people, but were only to possess

a form, lacking all power; to be desti-

tute, therefore, of Apostles and Prophets,

miracles, etc. How long was the peo-

ple to continue in this state? John in-

forms us that this state of things would

continue a long time; that, instead of

the Church, another great power should

arise, to be called "Mystery, Babylon the

Great, the Mother of Harlots, and abom-

inations of the earth, presenting in her

hand a golden cup full of abominations

and filthiness of her fornications; which

should be drunken with the blood of the

Saints, and with the blood of the mar-

tyrs of Jesus." And this power was to pre-

vail against the Saints and destroy them.

How long was it to exist? Until another

angel should fly through the midst of

heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to

commit to the earth, with power to again

administer its ordinances. To whom is

the angel to bring the Gospel? The Scrip-

tures say, the first shall be last, and the

last shall be first. The Gentiles were

the last to receive the Gospel in ancient

times, but on its restoration by the an-

gel in the last days, they are to receive it

first, and then the Jews. But before the

Jews receive it, the following words of

the Savior must be fulfilled—"Jerusalem

shall be trodden down of the Gentiles,

until the times of the Gentiles be ful-

filled," when the Gospel again will re-

vert to that people. What do you think

will bring about the fulfillment of the

times of the Gentiles? It must be the

promulgation of the Gospel, which the

angel brings, which is to be sounded

in the ears of the Gentile nations; all

those receiving it are to gather out from

this spiritual wickedness called Babylon

the Great, because God has decreed her

downfall. The overthrow of Babylon is

spoken of in connection with the bring-

ing of the Gospel by the angel, who de-

clares also, "the hour of his judgment

is come." Judgment upon whom? First,

upon the Gentile nations, when their

times are fulfilled. In what way? By

visiting upon them famines, and pesti-

lences, and earthquakes; nation rising

against nation in war, etc., until the

Gentile nations are overthrown. Or, to

speak in the language of John, who de-

clared that after the angel shall bring

the Gospel, another angel shall follow,

crying with a loud voice, saying, Babylon

is fallen, is fallen, because she made all

nations drink of the wine of the wrath of

her fornication; she is fallen like a great

millstone, cast into the depths of the sea,

and no more place found for her.

How long will it be before the

times of the Gentiles are fulfilled?

This is a question I cannot fully an-

swer. It will be in the genera-

tion that the angel comes. Forty-six

years have already transpired, since


