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I am about to do the very thing I did

not intend to do this afternoon, that is,

speak to the people. I have absented

myself from your meetings now for some

time, feeling that if I came here my spirit

would be drawn out to such a degree that

I would perhaps be under the necessity

of talking to you; I will venture, how-

ever, to use my lungs for a few minutes,

and present a few words of counsel to the

Latter-day Saints.

There is a Scripture which reads,

"For what man knoweth the things of

a man, save the spirit of man which

is in him? Even so the things of God

knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God."

This is as true a saying as there is in

the Bible. And on one occasion Jesus

said, "If any man will do my will, he

shall know of the doctrine, whether it

be of God, or whether I speak of my-

self." Brother Geo. Q. Cannon, who has

just spoken, has testified to the word. I

have made these quotations to confirm

and strengthen what he has said. There

are people enough here to publish to the

world that there is a man who testifies

that he knows that God lives, who knows

that Jesus is the Christ, the Savior

of the world. I also testify to the truth

of these things. I have proven to my

satisfaction, according to the best knowl-

edge I can gather, that man can be de-

ceived by the sight of the natural eye,

he can be deceived by the hearing of

the ear, and by the touch of the hand;

that he can be deceived in all of what

are called the natural senses. But there

is one thing in which he cannot be de-

ceived. What is that? It is the op-

erations of the Holy Ghost, the Spirit

and power of God upon the creature. It

teaches him of heavenly things; it di-

rects him in the way of life; it affords

him the key by which he can test the de-

vices of man, and which recommends the

things of God. The sayings which I have

quoted I have proven to be true, and I

bear testimony to them. The Latter-day

Saints have done likewise. Not only the

Saints who are present, and who gath-

ered to Zion, but those of every nation,

continent, or island who live the religion

taught by our Savior and his Apostles,

and also by Joseph Smith; they also bear

the same testimony, their eyes have been

quickened by the Spirit of God, and they

see alike, their hearts have been quick-


