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ened, and they feel and understand alike,
and there are no disputations among them
with regard to the doctrines of the Savior.

Men begin to apostatize by taking to
themselves strength, by hearkening to the
whisperings of the enemy who leads them
astray little by little, until they gather to
themselves that which they call the wis-
dom of man; then they begin to depart
from God, and their minds become con-
fused. But all who keep the faith are of one
heart and one mind, and this testimony is
so confirmed to all that we cannot be mis-
taken. If we ask the Father, in the name
of Jesus, for such and such favor, and it be
granted to us, should we not acknowledge
God in this? If we hearken to the whis-
perings of the Spirit of God, we shall feel
ourselves under obligations to do so. In
consequence of our obedience to the will
of the Father, we know for ourselves, and
our knowledge is confirmed as we continue
to apply the commandments of God in our
everyday life.

Brother Cannon speaks of Christians.
We are Christians professedly, accord-
ing to our religion. People have gath-
ered to themselves certain ideas, and
laid them down as systems, calling them
religion, all professing to believe and
obey the Scriptures. Their religions
are peculiar to themselves—our reli-
gion is peculiar to God, to angels, and
to the righteous of time and eternity.
Why are we persecuted because of our
religion? Why was Joseph Smith perse-
cuted? Why was he hunted from neigh-
borhood to neighborhood, from city to
city, and from State to State, and at last
suffered death? Because he received rev-
elations from the Father, from the Son,
and was ministered to by holy angels,
and published to the world the direct

will of the Lord concerning his children
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on the earth. Again, why was he perse-
cuted? Because he revealed to all man-
kind a religion so plain and so easily un-
derstood, consistent with the Bible, and
so true. It is now as it was in the days of
the Savior; let people believe and practice
these simple, Godlike traits, and it will be
as it was in the old world, they will say,
if this man be let alone he will come and
take away our peace and nation. Why?
Because—“Shall I quote Scripture? If I
do not, I will make a little.” Because it
takes away their bread and butter, takes
away their salaries; they become no lon-
ger able to impose upon the people, and
to lead them blindly along, while they
themselves feast and fatten upon the la-
bors of these whose souls they profess a
watchcare over. They say, “We shall be
broken up, we shall have to raise our own
wheat and potatoes, make our own butter
and cheese, and we cannot bear it, and we
will not, we’ll drive this religion from the
earth.” This is really all the reason there
is. A man rises up and says, “I understand
the philosophy of a good many sciences,
and I cannot believe as you Latter-day
Saints do.” All your philosophy, even
every iota of it which is true, belongs to
the religion of the Latter-day Saints; and
I say to all such, if you believe the truth,
you believe just as the Latter-day Saints
believe. It is said in this book (the Bible)
that God made the earth in six days. This
is a mere term, but it matters not whether
it took six days, six months, six years, or
six thousand years. The creation occu-
pied certain periods of time. We are not
authorized to say what the duration of
these days was, whether Moses penned
these words as we have them, or wheth-
er the translators of the Bible have given
the words their intended meaning. How-
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