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ever, God created the world. If I were
a sectarian I would say, according to
their philosophy, as I have heard many
of them say hundreds of times, "God cre-
ated all things out of nothing; in six days
he created the world out of nothing." You
may be assured the Latter-day Saints do
not believe any such thing. They be-
lieve God brought forth material out of
which he formed this little terra firma
upon which we roam. How long had this
material been in existence? Forever and
forever, in some shape, in some condi-
tion. We need not refer at all to those
who were with God, and who assisted
him in this work. The elements form and
develop, and continue to do so until they
mature, and then they commence to de-
cay and become disorganized. The moun-
tains around us were formed in this way.
By and by, when they shall have reached
their maturity, the work of disintegra-
tion and decay will commence. It has
been so from all eternity, and will con-
tinue to be so until they are made celes-
tial.

Some of our scholars who have ac-
quired a little smattering of knowledge
rise up and say, "I am an infidel, I do
not believe in God." Well, then, as the
Psalmist says, "The fool has said in his
heart there is no God." I make the appli-
cation of the Psalmist. You do not know
your right hand from your left. How
do you happen to know that this (the
right hand) is the right hand, and that
this (the left) is the left hand? Sim-
ply because it has been handed down
from parent to child until this day. Were
it otherwise one might say, This (the
left hand) is my right hand, and this
(the right) is my left hand. Where did
Professor Morse obtain his knowledge
of electricity, and its application over
the telegraph wire? He got it from the
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God of Heaven, who is the source of
all intelligence; from him proceeds the
knowledge of mechanism and of philos-
ophy in all its phases.

What do men and women who turn
away from the faith, as they occasion-
ally do, turn to? To an empty sound,
from a reality to a shadow. They reject
a knowledge of the eternal principles by
which the heavens are, were, and will
be; they turn to the follies and weak-
ness of man and yield to the influences
of the devil, who, with the third part
of the hosts of heaven, rebelled against
the Father and was cast out of heaven.
What is the ultimate result of this down-
ward course which some are pursuing?
The beautiful organization they now pos-
sess, will decrease in beauty, and con-
tinue to decrease until the elements of
which it is formed dissolve and return
to their original state, just like the ac-
tion of these mountains, which, in their
time decay, and return to mother clay.
They who turn away from the Gospel of
the Son of God, which we preach, turn
away from the origin of all truth, from
light into darkness, from wisdom to folly,
until they are known no more forever;
this is the end of apostasy. What has al-
ready become of those who, during our
short existence as a Church, have come
out against us, politically, judicially, or
otherwise, those who have raised their
puny arms to destroy the kingdom of God
from the earth? They have become pow-
erless, like the dew before the rising sun;
they have vanished away, their names
are almost forgotten; and if this is not
the case with all, it will be. For Zion
must be established on the earth, and
God, in his power and might, will accom-
plish it, and none can stay His purposes.
He will gather together in one all things



