
in Christ, both which are in heaven and 
which are on earth, and we will assist him.

I testify that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Savior and Redeemer of the world; I have 
obeyed his sayings, and realized his prom-
ise, and the knowledge I have of him, the 
wisdom of this world cannot give, neither 
can it take away.

To you, my brethren and sisters, I wish 
to give a little counsel. And, here, let me 
say, that after I have revealed to you the 
mind and will of God concerning you, I am 
not held responsible for the performance of 
your duties. Cease your folly and wicked-
ness, cease running after Babylon, and let 
your young people cease their Sunday and 
midnight excursions, and everything that 
savors of Babylon; for soon she must fall, 
she will pass away, the victim of her own 
wickedness, and it behooves you to watch 
and pray, lest peradventure you should be 
lost with her. I also say, Cease speaking evil 
one of another, and cease being dishon-
est. Masters, deal honestly and justly with 
those whom you hire, who are called ser-
vants. Servants, deal honestly and uprightly 
with those who employ you, who are called 
masters, that confidence and the spirit of 
brotherhood may be kindled, where now, 
in too many  instances, the desire to take 
advantage exists.

We are making an effort, by way of 
petitioning the City Council, to close the 
drinking saloons that disgrace our city. 
How do the people feel about it? Are there 
any Latter-day Saints who would not lift up 
both hands against this evil and say, “God 
be thanked if we can stop the drunkenness 
in our streets?” No, not one. Are there any, 
whether “Mormon” or non-“Mormon,” 
who claim to have the fear of God in

their hearts, but who ought to lend us 
their full support in suppressing it? No, 
not one. A gentleman, well known to you, 
told me that he had occasion to wait fifty 
minutes on one of our streets, near a beer 
saloon, and during that time he counted 
six women come out, three or four of them 
had either children in arms, or walking by 
their sides. What do you think of that, sis-
ters? It is a disgrace to the name of lady. Is 
it any more a disgrace in woman than in 
man? Yes, because he is by nature coarser 
and more prone to such wickedness than 
she is. Woman is altogether of a finer na-
ture, and has stronger moral inclinations; 
it is not natural for her to indulge in wick-
edness that man takes common delight in. 
It is a disgrace and a burning shame in an 
Elder in Israel to allow himself to become 
intoxicated; and further, it is shameful 
in an Elder to frequent and help sustain 
these saloons, these sinkholes of vice. How 
would the Savior, were he to come among 
us, regard such men who are supposed to 
be engaged in the work of building up 
Zion? It would be fair to believe that, as 
he disposed of the moneychangers who 
contaminated the Temple, by as he said, 
turning it into a den of thieves, so likewise 
the Elder, who would lend his influence 
to turn Zion into a den of drunkards and 
gamblers, should be cast out as one unwor-
thy to be engaged in so important a work. 
The devil has sent his emissaries among us, 
some of whom come in the form of law-
yers, doctors and ministers, and others as 
saloon keepers and gamblers, and as “gen-
tlemen” whose politeness and affability 
are peculiarly striking. Their special mis-
sion seems to be directed to the young of 
both sexes, to decoy and lead them astray. 
To the young man they say, “Come,
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