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take a drink;” or, “Don’t be so unwise as
to allow yourself to be governed by this
one-man power; be free and use your lib-
erty, let everybody know that you are a
free man and that you have a mind of your
own.” And turning to our girls—“Won’t
you take a ride, young lady?” She thinks
him so nice, he lets her drive. “O, how
lovely this is, don’t I look pretty?” “Won’t
you accept an invitation to a dance, to the
Lake, or to the Gardens, etc.?” Such cour-
tesies, when accepted, are the beginning
of sorrow. There are but two roads, one is
the way of life, glory and excellency, and
crowns, and kingdoms, immortality and
eternal lives; the other is drunkenness, de-
bauchery, beautiful manners in the light,
but shameful conduct in the dark. “O!” say
they, “don’t you think we are wise? Why,
we are very wise, we have studied and been
to college.” Yes, I know the extent of your
wisdom. I know, too, the road you are
traveling; it leads down, down, down, until
you become as nothing, returning to native
element, and losing your identity—you
are lost forever and forever. These are they
who have sinned away the day of grace,
and denied the Lord, who bought them.
As for supporting the one-man power,
as the world term it, I can say that I never
asked a man to vote for me, or to use his
influence in any way to further my indi-
vidual interests. All I have ever asked of
the Latter-day Saints is, to do the will of
our Father in heaven. And in this, as in all
other things, you have the perfect liberty
to do as you please. I can say, as was once
said from this stand, God and one man
are a great majority; and God and the
Latter-day Saints who are valiant for
the truth, and who live according to
the revealed will are an overwhelming
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majority, and they will live and reign upon
this earth when it shall be redeemed from
its fallen condition, while their opponents
will sink down to perdition.

Some of our young men rise up and
say, “I don’t believe as my father believes, I
can’t see it, and I shall do as I please.” This
is your right, to do as you please, your free
agency is given to you for that purpose.
But while you avail yourselves of this lib-
erty, which is so much abused and misun-
derstood, be careful that you do not defeat
your own desires; for these words are as
true today as they were when the Apostle
Paul uttered them: “Know ye not, that
to whom ye yield yourselves servants to
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey;
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience
unto righteousness.”

I believe in the one-man power. Who
is that man? Our Father in heaven, God,
the eternal Father, who is in all, knows all,
and who made all that is in heaven, and
who brought this world and all its living
creatures into existence. He is the supreme
“man.” I serve, believe in and wish to obey
in all things. It is my right and privilege
to thus believe, and all who choose to dif-
fer from me have the privilege to do so. I
want to continue in that course that will
secure to me an exalted salvation. What,
to be near to the Lord? I do not know,
nor do I upon this point give myself any
trouble. It is pure and righteous principles
I seek, and we must associate them with
our everyday life until they become part
and parcel of our existence; for this brings
us happiness, no matter where we are. It
is a pleasure for a person to drink good
cold water when extremely thirsty; but
when he has satisfied himself, the extent
of his enjoyment is realized, and so it is
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