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take us as a people, we anticipate life
eternal; we think we are the best people
on the earth, and we think we have sacri-
ficed more for our religion than anybody
else, though in my belief, and in this re-
spect I probably differ with most of the
Latter-day Saints, for the simple reason
that God, our Heavenly Father, in his re-
ligion, does not require men and women
to suffer as false religions do. Take the
religions of the heathen, and false sys-
tems of religion generally, and they re-
quire sacrifices that the Lord does not
require. The Lord has offered his sacri-
fice in the character of his Son; but he
does not require us to sacrifice our chil-
dren or ourselves as the heathens sacri-
fice to their gods; consequently our sac-
rifices and our sufferings are not to be
compared with those of the heathens.
There are professing Christians in our
midst, who are so strict in their reli-
gious notions that they would rise in the
morning at five o'clock, and walk miles,
if necessary, rather than miss their re-
ligious services; and they are those who
are so zealous that they would measure
the soil from here into old Jerusalem
with their bodies if they could, to pay
penance, as they call it. God does not
require any such sacrifice as this; nei-
ther does he require any of these sacri-
fices which involve the shedding of blood
or the loss of life. Such things do not be-
long to God's religion, they come through
sin and transgression. Perhaps they who
show such manifestations of their faith
strengthen it and do themselves some
good. All that is required of us is to sacri-
fice our feelings and to overcome the ad-
versary by subduing the lust within us
for anything but the kingdom of God on
the earth, the glory of God, and the sal-
vation of our friends and families and of
the human family from first to last; that
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our whole souls may be devoted to the
building up of the kingdom of God on the
earth, and for the salvation of those who
sleep, who died without the Gospel. We
want to sacrifice enough to do the will of
God in preparing to bring up those who
have not had the privilege of hearing the
Gospel while in the flesh, for the sim-
ple reason that, in the spirit world, they
cannot officiate in the ordinances of the
House of God. They have passed the or-
deals, and are beyond the possibility of
personally officiating for the remission of
their sins and for their exaltation, conse-
quently they are under the necessity of
trusting in their friends, their children
and their children's children to officiate
for them, that they may be brought up
into the celestial kingdom of God. All
that the Lord requires of us is a per-
fect submission in our hearts to his will.
The Latter-day Saints say at once—"This
is correct, certainly it is right that we
should have no other object and aim in
our feelings and affections but to do good
and to promote the kingdom of God on
the earth." But the weakness of man is
such, the humanity with which our spir-
its is clothed is so frail that we are liable
to be overcome. These tabernacles are
dull, subject to sin and temptation, and
to stray from the kingdom of God and
the ordinances of his house, to lust after
riches, the pride of life and the vanities
of the world, and these things are prone
to be uppermost in the minds of all; old
and young, even Latter-day Saints. The
infant wants his toys, the children want
nice dresses, and this is correct; and
when we understand how to rightly use
the things of the world, there will be
the most beautiful children in Zion that
ever lived on the earth. But we wish the
wealth or things of the world; we think



