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about them morning, noon and night;

they are first in our minds when we

awake in the morning, and the last thing

before we go to sleep at night; and we

dream about how we shall do this, and

how we shall obtain that, and our minds

are continually lusting after the things of

the world. Is not this too much the case

with the Latter-day Saints?

I will ask this question of the few who

are here—What think ye, my brethren

and sisters of experience, you that have

enjoyed the light of the spirit, you that

can see the travail of the Saints, do you

think that this people called Latter-day

Saints are traveling in the path that they

should go in? Do you think that they of-

fer their oblations and sacrifices to the

Lord as they should? What do you think

about it? What is the general expression

through our community? It is that the

Latter-day Saints are drifting as fast as

they can into idolatry, drifting into the

spirit of the world and into pride and

vanity.

You read in the revelations given to

John on the Isle of Patmos, concern-

ing the latter days, that a voice was

heard crying to the Saints in Babylon—

"Come out of her, O my people, be not

partakers of her sins, lest ye receive of

her plagues, for her sins have reached

unto heaven," etc. Has this voice been

heard? Yes, the Latter-day Saints have

heard it. Has the angel flown through

the midst of heaven and delivered the

Gospel to the children of men? Yes,

we believe all this. Do we believe that

the Lord sent his messengers to Joseph

Smith, and commanded him to refrain

from joining any Christian church, and

to refrain from the wickedness he saw

in the churches, and finally delivered

to him a message informing him that

the Lord was about to establish his

kingdom on the earth, and led him on

step by step until he gave him the rev-

elation concerning the plates? Yes, this

is all correct. Did Joseph receive these

revelations? He did. Did the heav-

enly messengers come to Joseph, and

commit to him the keys of the Aaronic

Priesthood? Yes, we believe all this.

Did they commit to him the keys of the

Melchizedek Priesthood? Yes. This is all

correct, we believe all this. Did the Lord

speak from the heavens through Joseph,

commanding his people to gather out

from the wicked before the scourges—

sickness, pestilence, wars, bloodshed,

and the various calamities spoken of by

the Prophets and Apostles, should pass

over the nations? Yes, we believe the

Lord has called upon the people who re-

ceived the Gospel to come out of Babylon,

to separate themselves from the wicked

and to stand in holy places preparatory

to the coming of the Son of Man. All

Latter-day Saints believe all this; then

I say, if we do believe it, let us act up to

and be true to our faith and to the knowl-

edge that we have of God and his king-

dom. This is what is required of us.

We have passed from one thing to

another, and I may say from one de-

gree of knowledge to another. When

Joseph first received the knowledge of

the plates that were in the hill Cu-

morah, he did not then receive the keys

of the Aaronic Priesthood, he merely

received the knowledge that the plates

were there, and that the Lord would

bring them forth, and that they con-

tained the history of the aborigines of

this country. He received the knowl-

edge that they were once in possession

of the Gospel, and from that time he

went on, step by step, until he obtained

the plates, and the Urim and Thum-

mim, and had power to translate them.


