
This did not make him an Apostle, it 
did not give to him the keys of the king-
dom, nor make him an Elder in Israel. 
He was a Prophet, and had the spirit of 
prophecy, and had received all this be-
fore the Lord ordained him. And when 
the Lord, by revelation, told him to go to 
Pennsylvania, he did so, and finished the 
translation of the Book of Mormon; and 
when the Lord, in another revelation, told 
him to come back, into New York State, 
and to go to old Father Whitmer’s, who 
lived in a place opposite Waterloo, and 
there stop, he did so, and had meetings, 
and gathered up the few who believed in 
his testimony. He received the Aaronic 
Priesthood, and then he received the 
keys of the Melchizedek Priesthood, and 
organized the Church. He first received 
the power to baptize, and still did not 
know that he was to receive any more 
until the Lord told him there was more 
for him. Then he received the keys of the 
Melchizedek Priesthood, and had power 
to confirm after he had baptized, which he 
had not before. He would have stood pre-
cisely as John the Baptist stood, had not 
the Lord sent his other messengers, Peter, 
James and John, to ordain Joseph to the 
Melchizedek Priesthood. Then, after some 
of the brethren had been out preaching, 
he had a revelation that they should go 
up to the Ohio. I knew of them, though 
I was not acquainted with them before 
they went up there. They were seen by 
some of my family, my father saw and 
conversed with them. Then the way 
opened for a large gathering in the State 
of Ohio. Parley P. Pratt, Oliver Cowdery, 
Samuel Peterson, David Whitmer, 
John Whitmer, and a few others, went  
up there and preached the Gospel, and 
they came among the members of the so-
ciety called Campbellites, formerly mem-

bers of the Close Communion Baptists, 
their leader’s name being Alexander 
Campbell. This man preached the doctrine 
that baptism was for the remission of sins, 
and that split the Church; but when the 
brethren came to these societies and taught 
them, not only baptism for the remission 
of sins, but the laying on of hands for the 
reception of the Holy Ghost, they believed 
it, and were baptized for the remission of 
their sins, and received the laying on of 
hands for the Holy Ghost, and then re-
ceived other ordinances.

Then the Lord revealed to Joseph to 
go out to the Ohio, and he went up; and 
after he went up he then understood and 
was taught of the Lord to send men to the 
west to hunt out a place for the Center 
Stake of Zion. They went according to 
the revelations that Joseph received, and 
finally Joseph went up to meet them, in 
Independence, Jackson County, Mo., on 
the borders of the Lamanites. You can 
read all this in the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants. Then he had not received all 
at this time, and at the time that Zion’s 
Camp, as it is called, went up to Missouri, 
in 1834, so far as I am aware, Joseph 
had never received any intimation as to 
there being a Patriarch in the Church. 
On our return home from Missouri, my 
brother Joseph Young, while convers-
ing with me, asked if it would be right 
for our father to give us a blessing. Said 
he—“I feel just as though I want my fa-
ther to give me a patriarchal blessing.” 
When we reached Kirtland we talked  
with Joseph on the subject, and he said, 
“Certainly,” and finally we appointed a 
day, and brother Joseph, the Prophet, came 
to where we met and ordained my father a 
Patriarch, and he was the first man ordained 
to the office of Patriarch in the Church, 
and he blessed his children; and soon
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