SECRET OF HAPPINESS, ETC.

after this Joseph ordained his father a
patriarch and his father called his chil-
dren together and blessed them. Then
Joseph had another revelation, that a
record should be kept, and when this
was revealed to him, he then had his fa-
ther call his house together again, and
blessed them over and a record was kept
of it. This is to show you, and espe-
cially those who have no experience in
the Church, how the Lord has led this
people along, led them along, led them
along.

We were driven from Missouri after
Joseph went up there, and we came to
Nauvoo, and the Twelve went to Eng-
land. While we were in England, I think,
the Lord manifested to me by visions and
his Spirit, things that I did not then un-
derstand. I never opened my mouth to
any person concerning them, until I re-
turned to Nauvoo. dJoseph had never
mentioned this, there had never been a
thought of it in the Church that I knew
anything about at that time. But I had
this for myself, and I kept it to myself,
and when I returned home and Joseph
revealed these things to me, I then un-
derstood the reflections that were upon
my mind while in England. But this
was not until after I had told him what
I understood. I saw that he was after
something by his conversation, leading
my mind along, and others, to see how
we could bear this. This was in 1841;
the revelation was given in 1843, but the
doctrine was revealed before this; and
when I told Joseph what I understood,
which was right in front of my house in
the street, as he was shaking hands and
leaving me, he turned round and looked
me in the eyes, and says he—"Brother
Brigham, are you speaking what you
understand—are you in earnest?" Says
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I—"T speak just as the Spirit manifests
to me." Says he—"God bless you, the
Lord has opened your mind," and he
turned and went off.

About this time came a revelation
concerning baptism for the dead. I
know that in my traveling and preach-
ing, many a time, I have stopped by
beautiful streams of clear, pure water,
and have said to myself, "How delight-
ful it would be to me to go into this, to
be baptized for the remission of my sins."
When I got home Joseph told me it was
my privilege. At this time came a rev-
elation, that the Saints could be bap-
tized and rebaptized when they chose,
and then that we could be baptized for
our dear friends, but at first it was not
revealed that a record should be kept of
those who were baptized; but when he
received an additional revelation to that
effect, then a record was kept. Hundreds
and thousands, I suppose, were baptized
before any record was kept at all, and
they were baptized over, and a record
kept of the baptisms and the names of
the administrator, those who acted for
the dead, and of the dead, and of the
witnesses. You can read in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, the letter that
Joseph wrote when he was away from
home in regard to having witnesses at
these baptisms. I relate this to show you
that the Lord did not reveal everything
at once; but I need not dwell on this any
longer.

I will now say to my brethren and sis-
ters, the Lord, in the first place, com-
menced to bring the people together
upon the ground of union and oneness;
but they could not bear this. You
can read, on page 161, of the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, a revelation
given to the Colesville Branch. Leman



