VISIT TO SABBATH SCHOOLS, ETC.

him asking in the name of Jesus, and re-
ceive an answer to our prayers? That
is a test of fellowship with God and of
Gospel truth. This ought to be the ex-
perience of everyone every day we live,
not, as I say, dealing in the remem-
brance of past favors, not something we
received when we joined the Church or
during some subsequent time, but be-
cause of favors we receive and enjoy to-
day. This is happiness which the world
cannot give nor take away, that makes a
man happy in the midst of his enemies.
Like Daniel he may be cast among wild
beasts, or like the three Hebrew chil-
dren he may be thrown into a fiery fur-
nace, still he is happy and can praise his
God. Our religion cannot be laid aside,
as we would our Sunday garments, and
be forgotten until the following Sunday.
It is a religion that enters into our every-
day dealings with man, of parents with
children and children with parents, we
carry it in our entire lives and we ex-
hibit it in the fruits of our lives, deal-
ing kindly and mercifully, justly and hon-
orably one with another, administering
the words of consolation to those who are
afflicted, enjoying the spirit of it when
we get up in the morning and through
the day, until we retire at night. This
is the way to live, and for this purpose
God has revealed the Gospel. Anything
short of this is not true religion. The
man who does not so live, does not en-
joy the blessings God is willing to be-
stow upon him. You have tested this, you
Latter-day Saints who have been mem-
bers of this Church since its early rise.
Were you not happy when your enemies
were persecuting you, when you were
driven from your homes? Were you ever
more happy than when upon the plains,
trusting entirely in the providence of
God, traveling like Abraham did, not
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knowing whither you were going? And
were you not happy when you came here
in the midst of privations? Certainly you
were. Happiness was in your hearts, and
gladdened your countenances. Why? Be-
cause the peace of God was within you,
it rested upon you and you rejoiced in
it. For this purpose religion, as it is
called, is revealed. What is religion?
Does true religion make man different
from what he is naturally? Yes, it can
do so if his nature is defective; if he in-
herit bad passions, improper appetites
and wrong inclinations, it enables him
to subdue them. Some suppose it is sin-
ful to be merry, to dance or to witness
amusements. Young people, especially in
the world, often say, "I don't want to be
religious; I'll put it off until I get old; I
want to enjoy myself." These ideas have
their origin in false traditions. There is
nothing that affords real happiness ex-
cept in keeping the commandments of
Jesus Christ. Our holy religion incor-
porates every blessing man can enjoy;
there is no good thing you can desire in
righteousness that is not incorporated in
the religion of Jesus Christ. God, who
created us, knew the wants of our being,
and therefore, adapted the Gospel to our
natures.

It is generally thought that "Mor-
monism" is going to the wall because
men and women leave the Church. It
has often been said, let fashion be in-
troduced and ministers be sent here, let
mines be discovered, and other agen-
cies be brought to bear, and the prob-
lem of "Mormonism" would soon then
be solved. I have no doubt that many
people who are called Latter-day Saints
have succumbed to drunkenness, and
perhaps to other vices. But does this
affect the truth? Is that any evidence
that "Mormonism," or the Gospel of



