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Jesus Christ, is to be overthrown? Not in
the least. I cannot share in the gloomy
apprehensions that some are disposed
to indulge in respecting the future of
this people. I think there never was a
time when the prospects of the future of
the Church were better than they are at
present. I do not anticipate disaster. I
expect men will fall away; this has been
the case always, and as long as the ad-
versary has power over the children of
men it will continue to be so. I thank
God that certain men have a disposition
to leave this Church, and so draw the
line between those who are serving the
Lord and those who are not. I mourn
that men should be so unfortunate; but
when I see the work of cleansing going
on it is an evidence to me that the body
of the Church is healthy. We are being
brought in contact with the vices of the
world, and if Latter-day Saints cannot
retain their faith in the midst of these
things the sooner they become disfellow-
shipped the better for the Church. If,
however, we can endure all things for
the sake of the Gospel of Christ, if we
can maintain the faith valiantly, in pros-
perity as well as in adversity, then is
our faith grounded upon the rock. It
would make no difference to such peo-
ple if there were five thousand liquor and
gambling saloons in our city, they would
be unmoved and undisturbed by such
things. God will have a tried and cho-
sen people, even as gold is seven times
purified; if, therefore, there be any dross
about us it will be taken away. If perse-
cution will not do it, it is very probable
the Lord will use other agencies to bring
about the same purpose, so that the end
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will be accomplished.

I bear testimony that this is the work
of God. I know, as well as I know I live,
that God raised up Joseph Smith and be-
stowed upon him knowledge and power
and enabled him to organize the Church
of Christ in its primitive purity, as it ex-
ists and flourishes today, in these moun-
tains. I know also that he has bestowed
the same power and authority upon his
servant Brigham, and I know, too, that
the people who will obey his counsels will
be blessed, as they always have been,
and that the anger of the Lord will be
enkindled against the people unless they
do obey him, because the Lord has set
him to guide and to lead the people. To
lead the people blindly without know-
ing themselves whither they are going?
No, certainly not. When the President of
this Church gives counsel, it is the priv-
ilege of the Latter-day Saints to know,
for themselves, by the testimony of Jesus
within them, that such counsel is right,
and no higher testimony can be given
any man than this. It is the privilege
of all to know whether this is the work
of God or not, according to the Savior's
promise, which leaves the world without
excuse. It is a matter of great impor-
tance for a man to testify before God and
angels that these things are true. If he
be an impostor, then the responsibility of
that man is dreadful; if his testimony be
true, then those who hear and reject it
assume greater responsibility. That God
may help us to stand pure and unspotted
before him, is my prayer in the name of
Jesus. Amen.



