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I hope to be able to make myself

heard by this large congregation. This

moving of feet, whispering to each other,

the crying of children and the noise made

by those who are walking, are like the

murmuring of many waters. When there

is perfect quietness, I am satisfied that

my voice can be heard all over this house,

and no one who is blessed with good ears

for hearing need miss a word. I should

feel more satisfied if I could prevail on

our brethren, when speaking from this

stand, to speak directly in front, so that

they could be heard as far as possible.

Many of our experienced Elders, in their

conversation to the people, turn first to

the right and then to the left, and ev-

ery time they turn either way, a por-

tion of the congregation is unable to dis-

tinctly understand that which is spoken;

whereas, if they were to speak directly

to the front, the voice would divide and

go equally to each part of the house, and

all would hear. Whether I shall be able

to continue my remarks to any length I

do not know; I shall try, however, to use

judgment in speaking, so as not to injure

myself.

I will give a short text, to both Saint

and sinner, and I think if we were to

include ourselves among the latter and

say we are all sinners, we would come

nearer the fact than to class ourselves

among the former, although we hope to

be Saints, are trying to be Saints, and

probably a great many of those who are

called Latter-day Saints will yet become

Saints indeed.

First, the philosophy of man upon

this earth. This cannot be learned by

studying the sciences of mankind, it is

only understood by the revelations of

God to ourselves. I will give you a

part of my own visions upon this mat-

ter. Mankind is composed of two distinct

elements; the first is a spiritual organi-

zation in eternity, the second is a nat-

ural organization on this earth, formed

out of the material of which this earth

is composed. Man is first spiritual, then

temporal. As it is written in the revela-

tions of God to man, all things were first

created spiritual, and secondly temporal.


