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done through the natural process; no one
can organize the simplest particle of ele-
ment independent of the laws of nature.
When the philosopher of the age reaches
that perfection that one can waft him-
self to the moon or to the north star, or
to any other of the fixed planets, and be
there in an instant, in the same man-
ner that Jesus did when he ascended to
the Father in heaven and returned to the
earth again, then we may begin to think
we know a little. When we shall possess
the power and knowledge to cause heav-
enly planets to take their position, giving
them their laws and boundaries which
they must obey, and which they cannot
pass, then we may begin to feel that we
possess a little wisdom and power.

The great and grand secret of salva-
tion, which we should continually seek
to understand through our faithfulness,
is the continuation of the lives. Those
of the Latter-day Saints who will con-
tinue to follow after the revelations and
commandments of God to do them, who
are found to be obedient in all things,
continually advancing little by little to-
wards perfection and the knowledge of
God, they, when they enter the spirit
world and receive their bodies, will be
able to advance faster in the things per-
taining to the knowledge of the Gods,
and will continue onward and upward
until they become Gods, even the sons
of God. This I say is the great secret of
the hereafter, to continue in the lives for-
ever and forever, which is the greatest
of all gifts God has ever bestowed upon
his children. We all have it within our
reach, we can all attain to this perfected
and exalted state if we will embrace
its principles and practice them in our
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everyday life. How accommodating, how
glorious and divine are the dealings
of God with his fallen children! We
have been called from darkness to light,
from the power of Satan to the living
God. By obeying the whispering of this
Holy Spirit, which we have received by
virtue of obedience to the Gospel, which
prompts us to purge from within us all
sinful desires, we can say we are no more
in the world, but we are in Christ, our
living head. The philosophy of our com-
ing out from the world is the putting
off the old man sin, and the putting on
of the new man Jesus Christ. How is
this to be done? After we believed the
Gospel we were baptized for the remis-
sion of our sins—and by the laying on
of hands we received the Holy Spirit of
Promise and felt that "we shall be one."
I felt that I should no longer have need
to keep a daybook and ledger in which
to keep my accounts, for we were about
to consolidate and become one; that ev-
ery man and every woman would assist
by actually laboring with their hands
in planting, building up and beautifying
this earth to make it like the Garden of
Eden. I should therefore have no further
occasion to keep accounts, I should cer-
tainly accumulate and earn more than I
needed, and had not a single doubt but
what my wants would be supplied. This
was my experience, and this is the feel-
ing of everyone who receives the Gospel
in an honest heart and contrite spirit.

But how are we now? What is our
present condition?

Are we one temporally? Just
about as much as Babylon is. One
says, "I am for the mines, I am

engaged on my farm or my factory,
I am so engaged in my mercantile



