YOUTHFUL EXPERIENCES, ETC.

hand what they shall say, for it shall
be given them in the very moment what
they shall say. This has been verified
in very deed in my experience. Some-
times, in consequence of my weakness,
I would take forethought upon some few
subjects, but after rising to express these
things to the people, they would be taken
from me.

There are many promises which God
has made to his servants in these lat-
ter times, and in connection with these
promises he has given many command-
ments which we are required to observe
and keep. One of these commandments,
given to his missionary servants in the
year 1832, reads as follows: "Verily I
say unto you, let no man that goes forth
to preach my Gospel, from this hour,
take purse or scrip.” We therefore went
forth, as the ancient Apostles, taking no
thought for the morrow what we should
eat, or what we should drink, or where-
withal we should be clothed. For, said
the Lord, consider the lilies of the field,
they toil not, neither do they spin, and
the kingdoms of this world, in all their
glory, are not arrayed like one of these.
There was another promise made in
connection with these commandments:
"They who go forth without purse or
scrip, and are faithful in all things, shall
not be weary in mind, neither in body,
limb, nor joint, neither shall they go hun-
gry or athirst."

This is another great promise which
has been verified upon me to the very
letter. I have gone to foreign nations,
without one farthing to either procure
food or a night's lodging, and God has
opened up my way, so that I have
lacked no needful thing. This is not
only my experience, but the experience
of thousands who have also tested, in
like manner, the truth of this promise.
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In the early rise of this Church, I some-
times had to sleep out in the open air, the
same as our Savior had to do, as he said,
"The foxes have holes, and the birds of
the air have nests, but the Son of Man
hath not where to lay His head." And
so it hath been with many of his latter-
day servants. Yet we experienced no par-
ticular inconveniences by being obliged
to sleep at night on the ground; neither
have we suffered when calling on the
people from time to time, as servants of
God, to obtain food, any more than Elijah
did, when he fasted forty days, or Moses
when he was forty days and forty nights
without eating or drinking. There was
a power over and in those ancient ser-
vants of God, that satisfied the cravings
of the appetite, in passing through such
circumstances, and such power was not
withheld from us.

After the Lord told us how to go forth
to the world with this Gospel message,
he said, He that receiveth you, receiveth
me; and he that receiveth me, receiveth
my Father; and he that receiveth my
Father, receiveth my Father's kingdom.
He also said, He that rejecteth you, and
your words and testimony, rejecteth me;
go away from him and cleanse your feet
with pure water, and bear testimony of it
to your Father, and return not again to
that man or house; and whatsoever vil-
lage or city you enter do likewise. And
another great promise, made in connec-
tion with this, is that every soul that be-
lieves on your words, and is baptized in
water for the remission of sins, shall re-
ceive the Holy Ghost, and these signs
shall follow them that believe. In my
name they shall cast out devils, heal
the sick, open the eyes of the blind, un-
stop the ears of the deaf, and the tongue
of the dumb shall speak; and if any



