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themselves, all may partake of the fruit

of the vine and eat and live, all may

drink of the eternal spring, and drink

and thirst for more. These things I de-

clare to you to be true and faithful. I

have been acquainted with them from

my youth, and I have felt their influence

frommy childhood. I have seen the effect

of their opposite, and I know whereof I

speak. I cannot deny these things, nei-

ther can any man who has ever known

them, although he may apostatize from

them, except he deny himself and his

God.

The man who embraces what is called

"Mormonism," but which is really the

Gospel of the Son of God, and lives ac-

cording to its precepts, will never lie

nor steal; he will not dishonor his par-

ents nor despise his poorer brethren;

he will never, no never, speak against

the Lord's anointed, nor be ashamed

to own his God, to whom he owes

homage and gratitude now and forever;

he will never do a dishonorable act, nor

fail to acknowledge God in all things,

neither will he refuse to render im-

plicit obedience to the revelations of God

which are applicable to him. It is true,

man may err in judgment, he may be

wanting in many things because of his

fallen nature, but the system of salva-

tion is perfect. Jesus, the Only Begot-

ten of the Father, in whom there was no

blemish, is its author; he is the Stan-

dard to all the world, and will be forever.

He had power to lay down his life and

take it up again, and if we keep invio-

late the covenants of the Gospel, remain-

ing faithful and true to the end, we too,

in his name and through his redeeming

blood, will have power in due time to res-

urrect these our bodies after they shall

have been committed to the earth.

Let us, then, my brethren and sisters,

be valiant for the truth, maintaining our

integrity to God and our brethren in all

meekness, that we may at last come to

the knowledge of God and Jesus Christ

whom he has sent, whom to know is life

eternal; this is my prayer in the name of

Jesus. Amen.


